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PREFACE 


CHRISTIAN READER. 


AVING very minutely and im- 

partially examined my motives 
in writing the following diſcourſe: the 
teſtimony of my conſcience is, that my 
ſole aim was the honour and glory of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Therefore, can I, with 
calmneſs and confidence, commit what 


| have written; unto His protection 
and bleſſing. 


My endeavour, through the whole, 
hath been to ſhew, that all the works 
of God, and all His ways with man 
conſpire to glorify Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
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that by this we are to determine of the 
true and falſe ſpirits. | 


In the proſecution of this, I hope! 
have not ſeemed as one aſſuming ora- 
cular authority, nor given myſelf any 
majeſterial airs, or poſitive beyond de- 
monſtration; foraſmuch as I would 
carefully avoid this in all things, a 
that which my ſoul abhors. Hoy 
fully I have eſcaped it, and how cloſely 
adhered to the ſcriptures for proof of 
What I have written, and that not ac- 
cording to forced explications, but ac- 
cording to their literal ' import, and 
what may rationally be drawn thence, 
I ſhall leave the reader to determine. 


And as I would not darken coun- 
ſel by words without knowledge, | 
have aimed at rendering my ideas in- 
telligible, and that with as much plain- 
neſs of ſpeech as my capacity would 
admit of; hence I may have uſed more 
words and repetitions than will appear 

2 naeedſul 
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needful to ſundry of my readers; but 


[ hope the i ee will atone for the 
defect in this particular. 


If it ſhall be thought, I have ſpoken 
a little too freely of mankind, where 
(attempting to diſcover the impoſture 
they put upon themſelves and others 
through pretenſions to extraordinary 
holineſs) I deſcribe their fruits ; I here 
declare, it proceeded not from a cyni- 
cal principle, or ſpirit, towards them 
in general, nor from any perſo- 
nal pique to particulars; but, from 
candid and impartial obſervations, 
with ſelf-evident experience, I was 
aſſured of the truth thereof; and 
thought it neceſſary for ſtaining the 
pride of all fleſh, and for the honour 
and glory of Jeſus Chriſt our only Lord 
and Saviour, to ſpeak as I have done, 
with earneſtneſs and ſincerity. 


Whoever is diſſatisfied therewith, 
and fain would prove me a falſe wit- 
A 3 neſs; #2 
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neſs; I here tell them plainly, there 
is but one way to do it; and that is, 
by ſhunning all the evils I have men- 
tioned, and by bringing forth with a 
conſtancy the contrary fruit. 


And when they do this in truth and 
fincerity, Jeſus will be glorified, and 
I will acknowledge my ſelf a falſe wit- 
neſs : but until then, mere ſpeculative 
argument and diſputes, will not prove 
me ſuch: but, with all their bitter in- 
vectives againſt me, it will plainly de- 
monſtrate the truth of what J affirm. 


I am very well aware, that, where 

I have ſpoken lightly of the ſuppoſed 
holineſs of man; their learning, wiſ- 
dom and popularity, as tending to de- 
ceive, and through a falſe ſpirit, en- 
tice ſouls from Chriſt; from behold- 
ing their righteouſneſs and ſtrength in 
Him : it will be objected, that my own 
deficiency, makes me ſpeak thus con- 
temptuouſly of the oppoſite character: 
| But 
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But let me here affirm, I envy 
no man the character of being holy, 
wiſe, learned, or popular; nor have 
I for years paſt deſired it. I am very 
ſenſible that men of this character are 
ſet in ſlippery places, and too com- 
monly rival Jeſus Chriſt in the heart 
and affections of the children of men. 
And withal, being very well appriſed 


of the pride and vanity of human na- 


ture, and how well men like to have 


it ſo: I look upon it as a really dange- 
rous ſituation, and very derogatory to 
the honour and glory of Jeſus, who 
ſaith unto all what he ſays to one, My 
ſon, give me thy heart. But foraſmuch 
as this withholds the heart from Him, 
and makes men ſwallow, without tri- 
al, whatſoever is impoſed upon them ; 
I would ſet myſelf againſt it, and ſpeak 
of it asIthink it deſerves, when it comes 
in competition with the Saviour of the 
body. And, if I am of the contrary 
character, I have the leſs to fear from 
this quarter, as not being likely to adul- 
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terate the affections of the {; pouſe of 

Chriſt, or to proſelyte the ſouls of men 

to my perſon or excellencies, to which 

I have an utter, yea an irreconcilable 

averſion, and am perſuaded my beha- 

viour teſtifies it, as hating affectation, 
grimace, and fawning. 


Having endeavoured, in this diſ- 
courſe, to prove the ſcriptures the rule 
for the trial of ſpirits, by the ſame rule 
I defire my doctrine may be tried, and 
not by the traditions, confeſſions of 
faith, and creeds of men (for by theſe, 
I doubt not, I ſhall be condemned.) 
I am perſuaded the ſcriptures will ac- 
quit me, therefore to them I appeal; 
and where they will not juſtify me, I 
am content to acknowledge that I err, 
as not knowing the ſcriptures : but 
this I know, I am at peace with them 
all, and have not, in this treatiſe, wil- 
fully injured one of them. Let me 
therefore earneſtly beſeech the reader 
to compare me with them, and to try 


the 
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the ſpirit ſpeaking in me by them, and 


it they declare themſelves in its favour, 
is there, who calls himſelf chriſtian, 
that will reje& it, becauſe it may be 
deemed contrary to the received max- 
ims and traditions of men? are ſuch 
proteſtants ? what ever their profeſſion 
is, are they chriſtians ? do not they pre- 
ter man to Jeſus Chriſt, yea, —__ the 
witneſs of man to be greater than the 
witneſs of God ? and 1s not this mon- 
ſtrous impiety ? and O how ſhocking 
the thought, the maſters in Iſrael will 
not attempt to undeceive them : what- 
ever gain they may have from this quar- 
ter it is certain there is no real g- 
lineſs in it. 4 


expect, when this book ſhall fall 
into the hands of ſome perſons, they 
will immediately look into the title- 
page for the author's name ; it being 
uſual with them, if prejudiced in fa- 
vour of an author, to read him with 
care, reſpecting many things therein as 


ver 
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very great, though 2 far from 


meriting the admiration of any one. 
But, if the author appear to be one of 
whom they have before received an ill 
opinion, they will either throw it by 
and not look into it at all, or, if they 
read, prejudice and ill- nature makes 
them unreaſonable criticks, they ga- 
ther what they judge faulty therein, 
and treaſure it up with joy; that by 
blazing it abroad, they may bring, 
if poſſible, the whole into diſrepute. 
And, as to what they find therein tru- 
Iy great, they will endeavour to think 
it error: but if the truth thereof is too 
manifeſt for them to think ſo, then 
will they inſinuate that it is only ſpe- 
culation, becauſe they will not have 
the writer to be an experienced chri- 
ſtian, or to be directed by the Spirit 
of Truth in what he writes, and 
therefore, that there ought not to 
be any regard paid to his writings. 
How ungenerous, tyrannical, and cruel 
this way ol acting is, every man's 2 
on 
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The PREFACE. xi 
ſon will teach him, if he calmly at- 


tend unto it! therefore, unto reaſon 
I appeal: And how contrary it is to 
Chriſt and the Spirit of his goſpel, 
the ſcriptures will teſtify : where all 
ſuch partial and uncharitable proceed- 
ings are continually reproved and cen- 
ſured as a falſe and antichriſtian ſpirit, 
yea ſuch a ſpirit, that none who tru- 
ly walk with Jeſus, can poſſibly be 
led by, 


Therefore reader, if as a man thou 
wouldſt behave humane, generous, and 
reaſonable, and as a chriſtian, impar- 
tial, charitable and faithful ; I recom- 
mend this tract unto thee; give it a 
fair reading, nor do thou deſpiſe the 
treaſure : becauſe 'in an earthen veſ- 
ſel; but learn to diſtinguiſh the 
treaſure from the veſſel. And think 
not with thyſelf, that where there is a 
fine veſſel there muſt certainly be pre- 
cious treaſures; but remember the 

word of the Lord, how that he hath 
4 5 choſen 
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choſen the fooliſh to confound the wiſe, 


and the weak to confound the mighty, 
and the baſe, and the deſpiſed hath God 
choſen ; and things which are not, to 


bring to nothing things which are. 


This I leave with thee as my beſt 
advice, and pray our good Lord to 
ſeal inſtruction upon thee by what 
thou readeſt. 


(1) 


COD e 898 


T H E 


Trial of Spirits. 


I JOHN 1v. I. 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but 
try the Spirits, whether they be of 
God. 


NN HIS ſcripture briefly contains the 

1 3 divine caution and advice of an a- 
4 poſtle unto the Church of Chriſt. 

: Beloved, a proof he cautioned 
not from contracted bowels, an ill-natured, 
or uncharitable principle believe not every ſpi- 
rit; a plain indication that the falſe ſpirits re- 
quire our belief; yea, truly they have their 
ſigns and lying wonders—but try the — 4 
This ſuppoſeth man liable to err in this 
cular, but withal that we have a rule wholly 
to determine, to which we do well to give 
heed as unto a light ſhining in a dark place. 
Whether they be of God; an —— 

ere 


(2) 

there are ſpirits which bear his name, and 
work an appearance of piety, whom he ac- 
knowledgeth not; and when tried, to be re- 
jected by us. | 

The Words naturally afford this doctrine : 
there is a rule given for the trial of ſpirits, 
whereby, if we impartially determine, we may 


know whether they be of God, or not. 
In treating of this, I ſhall 


Fir, Point out the rule, or ſtandard, fixed 
for the trial of ſpirits. 


Secondy, Shew the manner of trying the 
ſpirits by this rule. And 


Thirdly, Attempt ſome ſuitable uſe and im- 
provement of the whole. 


Either there is a rule for the trial of ſpirits, 
or there is not; if not, all have the ſame force 
of argument in aſſerting their being of God, 
however different and contrary to each other in 
nature, work, or teſtimony; to grant which, 
would be at once to conclude God the author 
of confuſion, and to father, not only all the 
corrupt ſallies of the human mind, but all the 
lies and inconfiſtencies of the wicked one upon 
Him: to baniſh all order and unanimity out 
of the ſociety of man, to open a gap for 
doubtfulneſs, uncertainty, yea, infidelity, _ 


(3) 


all its train of arrogance and horrors, to break 
in like a deluge upon us.—As this muſt be 
obvious to every ſeeing eye, the neceſſity of a 
rule to try the ſpirits by, will abundantly appear. 
If objected, that this is to ſuppoſe the ſpirit infe- 
rior to the rule, and that his teſtimony without 
this is fallible and uncertain.—I anſwer, the 
ſign is not greater than the thing ſignified: it 
is the ſpirit of truth himſelf who hath given us 
the rule as a tranſcript of his own nature, office, 
and operations, whereby we are to determine 
with certainty of him, as diſtinguiſhed from 
every falſe ſpirit. And with reſpect to the wit- 
neſs of the true ſpirit; the rule for the trial of 
ſpirits is ſo far from denying its infallibility, as 
rather with conſtancy to aſſert it, being a ſe- 
cond witneſs of the ſame thing, as deſcriptive of 
what is the matter of the ſpirit's teſtimony.— 
To this end hath the ſpirit himſelf given it us; 
and that we might oppole it to every ſpirit 
which anſwers not to the deſcription. Beſides, it 
will be always true in this world, that the heir, 
whilſt a child, differeth nothing from a ſervant, 
though lord of all. And this being the caſe, 
they know not what manner of ſpirit they are 
of: ſuch was the condition of thoſe whom our 
Saviour reproved on that account; and all of 
like character may need the trial of ſpirits for 
their reproof, Withal, the trial of ſpirits by 
the rule appointed for that purpoſe, as it will 
give the deſcriptive character of the ſpirit of 
truth, may be of uſe for edification to _ 
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(4) 
who, though they are in a meaſure under his 
influence, have not attained, with certainty, to 


know his voice. True it is, thoſe who have 


received the perfect witneſs need no trial there- 
of for their own ſatisfaction/becauſe they know 
His voice; as he, with unerring evidence, 
bears His witneſs to their heart: however, it 
is pleaſing and delightful to them, when they 
conſider the trial of ſpirits ; that the ſpirit of 
truth is pointed out and deſcribed, in his na- 
ture, office, and operations, as they have con- 
ceived and known of him in the heart. More- 
over, if they would demonſtrate to others, that 
they are led and ſpeak by the true ſpirit, they 
muſt do it by this rule, as that which is ap- 
pointed of God; otherwiſe, they ought not to 
cenſure, where their teſtimony is rejected. 
And this, I think, the apoſtle's advice chiefly 
tends to, where he bids us try the ſpirits whe- 
ther they be of God ; hence we have authori- 
ty to deny that ſpirit's being of God which doth 
not ſpeak and act according to this rule and 
ftandard. 

The rule or ſtandard, which infinite wiſ- 
dom hath fixed for the trial of ſpirits is the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, containing the writings of the pro- 
phets and apoſtles. To the law and to the teſti- 
wony : If they ſpeak not according to this word, it 
is becauſe there is no light in them, Iſa. viii. 20. 
As to the divinity of this rule we have proof 
ſufficient from reaſon and revelation. From 


zeaſon, where the prophecies ſpeaking of the 


deſtruc- 


(5) 
deſtruction and revolutions of kingdoms, Sc. 
deſcribing the perſons, yea pointing them 
out by name who ſhould execute it, with other 
rticular circumſtances, and that ſome hun- 
dred years before hand, or ever the perſons 
ſpoken of were born; hath yet notwithſtand- 
ing been literally fulfilled in all particulars, ac- 
cording tothe teſtimony of the Heathen writers 
themſelves. What ever definitions of true 
virtue have been given, by the moſt famous 
theoriſts of any age, are but ſo many faint imi- 
tations of the ſcripture perfection. The moſt 
refined philoſopher, drinking at this fountain, 
will find his ideas enlarged, enlightened, and 
quickened, and be able thereby to improve up- 
on the moſt rational and ſublime ethic that ever 
the wit or reaſon of man produced. Nor hath 
the evil and deformity of vice been ever painted 
with like perfection as in the holy writings, nor 
are there any motives ſo powerfully perſuaſive 
and exciting to virtue as here are found; yea, 
many things here are inconteſtibly proved evil, 
which borrowed the name of virtue among 
the wiſeſt Heathens: virtue and vice, with 
them, was, as the ſtream or Nile among the 
Egyptians, abundantly obvious as preſent with 
them, whilſt the ſpring or fountain-head re- 
mained a ſecret. But in the ſcripture, the riſe and 
cauſe of each is aſſigned and opened to our view. 
Who is that divine Being, whom the Heathen 
acknowledge and ignorantly worſhip, but that - | 
God who hath revealed himſelf to man in the = 
; B ſcrip- 
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(6) 
ſcriptures? What is the cauſe of the apparent 
evil bias and depravity of human nature univer- 
ſally acknowledged and confeſſed in the world? 
there is nothing ſo truly and rationaly points it 
out as the ſcriptures, in the offence of our firſt 
parents. What are the ſacrifices which all na- 
tions under heaven uſe, or have uſed, in their 
various religions, but an acknowledging the ne- 
ceſſity of ſacrifice to reconcile God and man? 


though what this ſacrifice was, they neither 


knew nor were agreed upon: the ſcriptures on- 
ly can ſhew this, in their teſtimony of the ſuf- 
tering Jeſus. What are thoſe faint acknow- 
ledgments of nature, but that ſound which, 
the ſcripture ſays, is gone to the ends of the 
earth? All the predictions of the prophets con- 
cerning the promiſed Meſſiah have been exactly 
tulfilled in Jeſus Chriſt, the author of the New 
Teſtament: yea, all the whole ſyſtem of the 


| Jewiſh religion, however fabulous and trivial 


many parts thereof might ſeem to the eye of 


reaſon, hath its witneſs in the perſon, life, 


death, and reſurrection of the holy Jeſus, as 
the antitype and ſubſtance of the whole. Be- 
ſide, it might be urged for the divinity of the 
ſcripture, that never book was wrote like it: 
with ſo much honeſty, ſelf-denial, and diſin- 


tereſtedneſs in the writers. All ſuch, who go 


about to deceive their fellow- creatures and im- 
poſe upon them in matters of religion, do it 

under a profeſſion of extraordinary ſanctity: 
they conceal their own faults, and as * 0 


(7) 
lieth in them the faults of all who are of their 
party, leſt the goodneſs of their cauſe ſhould 
be ſuſpected, What man is there who, when 
he publiſhes his life to the world, will publiſh 
his faults and miſcarriages ? while he is picking 
out all the flowers thereof to oblige the world 
with a noſegay, will he preſent them with his 
ſtinking weeds alſo? nay, he is cautious of 
that; and therefore whilſt he ſpeaks of his 
good works and diſpoſitions, he ſays nothing of 
his evil ones, except in general terms, that 
he is a worthleſs creature, or the like; but 
this confeſſion is deſigned to evidence his good- 
nels by his humility ; or, probably he will ac- 
knowledge ſome abominations in particular 
which he has been guilty of, but then it was in 


the days of ignorance, and the like, before his 


converſion. This confeſſion is defigned ſtill as 
a foil to ſet him off to admiration, as though he 
had not finned, had not been guilty of faults 
| ſince he commenced a chriſtian. But this was 
not the caſe with thoſe who wrote the ſcrip- 
tures ; they confeſſed themſelves men of like 


paſſions with others; they publiſhed their own 


faults, and the faults of ſuch who with them 
were the heroes of the cauſe; and did not, in 
general terms only, acknowledge their worth- 
leſſneſs. Furthermore, they publiſhed their 
faults not only as committed in times of igno- 
rance, but after-they were eminent for religion, 
the- knowledge and worſhip of the true God, 
and * their faults were none of the leaſt. 
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Now, had it been their deſign to impoſe up- 
on mankind by their writings, or to aggrandize 
themſelves in any ſhape, it would have been the 
. greateſt madneſs and folly in them, to ſet them- 

ſelves upon a level as they did, with the mean- 
eſt of the people: to publiſh their own faults, and 
ſuch that were ſo heinous, committed by them 
even while they were prophets and apoſtles ; 
they.could not have taken a more unreaſonable 
and unlikely method, had they ſought them- 
ſelves, and their own glory: nor can it be ob- 
jected that it proceeded from their fooliſhneſs, 
for their writings evidence they wanted not 
underſtanding: it is therefore ſufficiently ap- 
parent, that thoſe writings were wholly dicta- 
ted by the Spirit of God; and, that the writers 
thereof wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt : and not as they were moved by intereſt, 
vain glory, or ſelt- ſeeking in any reſpect. 
The holy ſcriptures are writings that do not ſa- 
vour of the things of men, but of the things 
which are of God, as may rationaly be ga- 
thered from the foregoing hints. This, and 
much more, I might offer as reaſonable proof 
of the ſcriptures divine original: but, as all 
who believe the Bible, are not called upon to 
conſider theſe things as the ground of their faith 
therein, there is yet to them more certain proof 
by revelation ; where the Spirit of Truth opens 
the ſcriptures, and bears witneſs to their con- 
ſcience of their divinity; upon the ſimple cre- 


dit of which witneſs, the mind is fully per- 


ſuaded, 


(9) 


ſuaded, and is not ſuffered to call the truth in 
queſtion, elſe what ſhall they do, who being 
illiterate and incapable of argument, are igno- 
rant of reaſonable proof reſpecting this matter? 
reaſon and divinity forbids our thinking as 
thoſe ſuperſtitious bigots, who denounced a- 
nathema's on all ſuch that knew-not their law; 
nay, notwithſtanding their ignorance, they are 
capable, by the grace of God, of knowing and 


believing whatever is requiſite for their ſalva- 


tion and comfort. 


The holy ſcriptures thus known, are always 
to be conſidered as the rule given us for the 
trial of ſpirits : Search the ſcriptures, ſaid He, 
in whom is hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge, for they teſtify of me. And 
the Holy Ghoſt commends it in the Bereans 
as a noble act, that they tried the ſpirit, ſpeak- 
ing in the apoſtles themſelves, by the ſcrip- 
tures, Acts xvil. 11. | 
Having thus pointed out the rule whereby 
we are to try the ſpirits, I ſhall proceed to treat 
of the method thereof. As it would be endleſs 
to bring every falſe ſpirit ſeperately to its trial, 
and would render my writing on the ſubject 
too voluminous ; I ſhall by this rule attempt a 
deſcription of the Spirit of Truth in His na- 
ture, office, and operations: by which means 
every falſe ſpirit will be at once ſearched out 
and detected. 
Whilſt treating of the nature of the Spirit of 
Truth, I ſhall not preſume to propoſe it meta- 
| B 3 phylie 
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phyſicaly of his being and eſſence, for, beſides 
my incapacity for tuch an arduous taſk, He 
Himſelf aſſures us, that none, by. ſearching, 
can find him out to perfection, Job xi. 7; 
ſhall therefore rather confine mylelf to the 
conſideration of Him according to His proper- 
ties and diſpoſitions, as revealed in the ſcrip- 
tures. 

As a tree is known by its fruit, ſo alſo is the 
Spirit of Truth—and the fruit of the ſpirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, Gal. v. 22. 
For the fruit of the ſpirit is in all goodneſs, and 
righteouſneſs, and truth, Eph. v. . 

Hence we diſcern ſomewhat of the native 
properties and diſpoſitions of the Spirit of Truth 
it is love, free, pure, unchangeable, everlaſt- 


ing, which ſuffereth long, is kind, envietb not, 


vauntcth not 1tſelf, is not puffed up, behaveth not 
uſelf unſeemly, ſceketh not its cen, is net eaſily pro- 
poked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth: beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things, never 2 Arr Whatſoever things are ve- 
nerable, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, think 
en theſe things, Phil. iv. 8. For this is the truit 
of the Spirit, and a ſpecimen of his divine nature. 
The Spirit is deſcribed as the life and quicken- 
ing of mankind to everlaſting happineſs; there- 
fore called, The Spirit of Life, Rom. viii. 2. A- 
gain, it is ſad, Ae SIE ane. 6. 

and 


(1) 
and that the Spirit of Life entered into the ſlain 
witneſſes, Rev. xi. 11. I is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, John vi. 63. From whence it ap- 
pears the property of the Spirit to give life. 
Again. The Spirit is ſaid to enlighten the eyes of 
our underſtanding, Eph. i. 18. In him was fs, and 
this life wwas the light of men, John i. 14. it being 
the property of the Spirit to enlighten, 
Furthermore, the Spirit is compared to wa- 
ter—with joy ſhall ye draw water out of the 
wells of ſalvation, Iſa. xii. 3. For, in the wilder- 
neſs ſhall waters break out and ſireams in the deſert, 
If. xxxv. 6. Jeſus flood and cried, if any man 
thirſt, let him come unto me and drink ; he that be- 
lieveth on me, as the ſcriptures hath ſaid, out ef his 
belly ſhall lc rivers of living water: but this ſpake 
He of the Spirit, &c. John vii. 37, 38, 39. I vill 
pour water upon him that ts thirſty, and floods upon 
the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed, 
and my bleſſing upon thy offspring, Iſa. xliv. 3. Then 
will 1 fprinkle clean water upon you, and you ſhall be 
clean, Ezek. xxxvi. 2 5. That he might ſanttif*; and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the word, 
Eph. v. 26. Hence we learn the nature and 
property of the Spirit is to cleanſe from all fil- 
thineſs, as water; and by. his comfortable in- 
fluence to allay the thirſt of panting ſouls. 
Moreover, the Spirit is likened to fire — He 
ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
fire, Matt. iii. 11. There appeared cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and they were all filled with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Acts ii. 3. The fire ſhall try every. 
B4. man's 


(12) 
man's work, of what fort it is, 1 Cor. iii. 13. the 
nature and property of the Spirit, as fire, is to 
purify from all droſs, to burn up and conſume 
every falſe work. 

Again, the Spirit is compared to wind— 
awake O north wind, and come thou ſouth, bla 
upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 
out, Cant. iv. 16. The wind bloweth where it 
lifteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but 

canſt not tell whence it cometh and whither it go- 
eth: ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit, 
John iii. 8. Thus, as wind, the nature of the 
Spirit 1s to refreſh by his gracious influences, 

Having briefly conſidered the nature, and 
properties of the Spirit of Truth according to 
the ſcriptures, I haſten to treat of His office, 

In that relation wherein it concerns mankind. 

When our Saviour was about to leave the 
world, leſt his diſciples ſhould be overcharged 
with forrow, he promiſed them another Com- 
forter, whom he called the Spirit of Truth; 
and leſt they ſhould be fearful of this promiſed 
Comforter, that he would promote an intereſt 
contrary to what they had already engaged in, 
he aſſures them, that when this Spirit came, 
he would not ſpeak of himſelf—wben the Spi- 
rit of Truth is come he will guide you into all 
Truth, for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; but 
whatſoever he ſhall hear, ſhall he ſpeak : and be 

will ſlew you things to come. He ſhall glorify 
me, for be ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall _—_ it 
unto you, John x xvi. 1 '3, 14. He that ſpeaketh of 


tinſel, 
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himſelf, feeketh his own glory; but he that ſeeketb 
his glory that ſent him, the ſame is true, and 
no unrighteouſneſs is in him, John vii. 18. 
From hence it appears, that the proper office of 
the Spirit of Truth, is to glorify Jeſus : and this 
He doth by ſpeaking of Him, and ſhewing us 
the things which are His; and not by ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf. 


For our better underſtanding in this impor- 
tant matter, I ſhall endeavour 


Firſt, To ſhew what is intended by a ſpirit 
| ſpeaking of himſelf. And 


Secondly, What by the Spirit of Truth ſhew- 
ing us the things of Chriſt, and ſpeaking of him 
only, which according to the word is his proper 
“ TY 

For a ſpirit to ſpeak of himſelf by man, is 
when he makes it his buſineſs to take of the 
learning, wiſdom, eloquence, honeur, or piety 
of man, and ſhew it to the world, thereby 
ſeeking his own glory : and this he doth when 
from this principle men labour to be admired, 
and aim at enſnaring their fellow creatures on 
theſe accounts. 

Again. The fpirit ſpeaks of himſelf in 
man; and conſequently ſeeks his own glo- 
ry; when he leads us to eye his impulſe, 
operation, or work, as the object of our _ 

an 
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and foundation of our hope: when the ſpirit 
by which we are govern'd in matters of religion, 
in order to witneſs his being of God, leads us 
to. conſider his impulſe on the mind; from 
whence, through the working of the paſſions, 
flow ſudden tranſports of joy, ſorrow, love, de- 
fire, &c. and would thence perſuade us of our 
being poſſeſt of the Spirit of Truth; this ſpirit 
evidently ſpeaks of himſelf, and ſeeks his own 
glory, and not the glory of Chriſt, _ 

Again, When the ſpirit which is in man, 
would lead him to any change, as wrought 
within him ; conſiſting in habit and principle; 
or to any reformation of life and manners, 
taking an occaſion thence to ſpeak peace 
to his mind, as unto one who is under the work 
and government of the ſpirit; I ſay, when this 
is the caſe, it is manifeſtly a ſpirit which ſpeaks 
of himſelf. 5 

That ſpirit who inſinuates that he is injured 
by the preaching of Chriſt only; (as where the 
teſtimony of free and compleat ſalvation in Jeſus 
Chriſt, is accuſed of denying, or lighting the 
work of the Spirit) may be ſaid to ſpeak of 
himſelf, and ſeek his own glory; it is evident 
he is in a ſeperate intereſt from the Lord Jeſus, 
and therefore cannot be the Spirit of Truth. 

Above all, that ſpirit which denieth that 
' Jeſus is come in the fleſh, is of antichriſt ; by 
which, as I think, we are not to underſtand, a 
denial of his incarnation only, or his having a 

body of fleſh, but a denial of his having ——_ 


e 


(15) 
ed the end of his coming in the fleſh; which 
was to evidence the love of God to mankind, 
to take away their ſin, and to ſave them with an 
everlaſting ſalvation : this is in effect to deny 
that Jeſus is come in fleſh, 

[ ſhall not particularly conſider that ſpirit, 
who not only profeſſes equal infallibility with 
him who dictated the holy ſcriptures; but a right 
to contradict them, where they claſh with its 
ſuggeſtions : as miſtaken, and untrue; or elſe as 
containing a lower diſpenſation of matters; and 
therefore that his light, and affirmations, are 
preferable to what is taught in the Bible. This 
ſpirit refuſes to ſtand trial by the Scriptures ; 
therefore, I have nothing to do but to warn all 
2gainſt this ſpirit : becauſe there is no end of 
the evil and danger he will lead men into: a 
miſchievous, lying ſpirit, pretending authority 
for all his evil works. 

I am perſuaded that as many as believe the 
ſcriptures ; where they tell us, that when the 
Spirit of Truth is come, he will not ſpeak of 
himſelf, nor ſeek his own glory; but the glory 
of Chriſt ; by receiving the things which are his, 
and ſewing them unto us; will acknowledge, 
that in all the inſtances I have mentioned, the 
ſpirit ſpeaketh of himſelf, and ſeeketh his own 
glory, and therefore is not the Spirit of Truth. 

The Spirit of Truth, when He is come, will 
glorify Chriſt, by receiving of the things which 
are His, and ſnewing them unto us: He leads 
not the ſons of God to view any impulſe, ope- 

ration, 


(16) 

ration, or work wrought in them, nor any thinp 
wrought by them, thro' His power, as the foun- 
dation of their faith, or matter of their comfort; 
nor, will he ſuffer them to gather the leaſt con- 
fidence thence; but it is His nature and office 
to ſpeak only of Him that ſent him. It is to 
Jeſus He leads; and points Him out perpetually, 
as made of God unto us, whatever we want or 
ſtand in need of. Whatever influence we feel; 
whatever change, or reformation -is produced 
in us by the Spirit's teſtimony 'of Jeſus ; or 
whatever we are enabled thereby to do, or ſuf- 
fer for Him; the Spirit of Truth is ſo far from 
ſpeaking of it to us, or from once preſenting it 
to our view, that he faithfully leads us off from 
all apprehenſion or truſt therein, and is con- 
ſtantly employed in ſhewing us the things of 
Jeſus and glorifying Him. | 

By the things of Chriſt, I would underſtand 
the myſtery of His Perſon, birth, life, ſuffer- 
ings, death and reſurrection ; with all the grace 
and glory abounding in Him : yea, all thoſe 
things which tend to manifeſt Him to man- 
kind, as lovely, valuable, precious, and glori- 
ous; under every conſideration endearing him 
unto the ſouls of men. 

By the Spirit receiving of thoſe things, I con- 
ceive, is intended the miniſtry of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in this particular: all the glory of what 
our Saviour was, and did, in the fleſh, the 
Spirit of Truth is now commiſſioned and lent 


to reveal unto the children of men. J 
. 1 , 


(PHE: 
He day of bis bumiliation, his judgment was 
taken away; and there were none to declare lis 
generation. His own diſciples were offended 
becauſe of him ; they ſtumbled at his unknown 
ſorrows, his ſhameful and bloody death: nor 
could they bear the many things which he had 
v fay to them; neither underſtood they when 
„ be ſpake to them of the myſtery of God, and of 
4 Wl Fatber, and of Cbriſt. Though all theſe things 
ere then done and ſpoken by our Saviour, 
yet the explication of all was reſerved for the 
adminiſtration of the Spirit ut the Comforter, 
the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
Name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatever I have 
ſaid unto you, John xiv. 26. | 
Thus hath the Spirit of Truth received in 


ad Wl f'ult, the fulneſs of the myſtery of Jeſus, to ma- 
.r. Wl nifcſtunto mankind; therefore it is ſaid, he ſhall 
ice receive of the things which are mine, and ſhall 
ot ew them unto you, I am aware of this ob- 


ection, the Spirit is ſaid to convince, regene- 
ate, &c, and that this is appointed him as part 
of his office, as well as that of ſhewing us the 
things of Chriſt : I anſwer, whatſoever may 
properly be called a work of the Spirit, 1s 
wrought by his glorifying Jeſus, and ſhewing 
hat MW the things that are his. And where ever any 
the vork of the Spirit can be diſtinguiſhed from this, 
ſent ve muſt be excuſed when we deny that ſpirit 
: ad his work, as one who ſpeaketh of himſelf; 
n ad therefore falſe, as the ſcriptures 2 _ 
ndee 
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Indeed the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, when 
he is come, will reprove or convince the world 
of ſin, righteouſneſs, and judgment. The 
ſcripture expreſſly ſays, He reproves of fin; 
what ſin ? Unbelief, ſays Jeſus—of fin, becauſe 
they believe not in me. It is not the office of the 
law, as naturally in us, nor as revealed from 
Sinai, to convince of the fin of unbelief; this 
' is the work and office of the Spirit of Truth, 
Unbelief lurks and gathers its ſtrength under 
the ſhadow of the law: unbelief joins itſelf 
in affinity with the law principle in our nature, 
yea agrees with it in numbering the manifold 
imperfections thereof, taking occaſion from a 
conſciouſneſs of fin to ſtrengthen itſelf, and to 
fill its mouth with arguments againſt the grace 
of God, whilſt its own nature and ſinfulneſs 
is ſtill unknown : but when the Spirit of Truth 
comes, manifeſting Jeſus in the fulneſs of his 
grace and glory, unbelief is detected, and the 
evil nature thereof declared as making God a 
liar, believing not the record which he hath 
given of his Son, how that he hath given 10 u. 
eternal liſe, and this life is in his Son, 1 John 
v. 10, 11. in this the Spirit ſpeaketh not of 
himſelf, but of Chriſt : ſhewing that the ſin 
of unbelief conſiſts in a rejection of him; nor 
can the world be convinced of it until the Spirit 
of Truth reveal it, by ſhewing them the things 
of Chriſt, manifeſting, in the fulneſs of his 


grace and glory, that Jeſus whom they had re- 
The 


jected. | 


(19) 
The Spirit alſo reproves of righteouſneſs and 
judgment—of 7:ghteouſneſs, ſaid the Saviour, 
becauſe I go to the Father z intimating that he 
could not have been accepted of the Father, 
had he not fulfilled the law, atoned for fin, and 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. But 
foraſmuch as he is gone to the Father, the Spi- 
rit of Truth will ſhew from thence that he hath 
fulfilled all righteouſneſs; and is therefore ac- 
cepted and received into glory. Hence man 
is convinced of the inſufficiency of his own 
righteouſneſs and the all- ſufficiency of Chriſt's 
judgment, becauſe the prince of this world is 
judged. - This judgment to condemnation paſ- 
ſed upon him in the death of Jeſus, where man- 
kind were delivered out of his toils, and he 
judged and condemned as their deceiver. All 
this doth the Spirit of Truth teach us by ſhew- 
ng us the things of Chriſt, and glorifyiag 
m. | 
The regeneration, or renewing in the ſpirit 
of our mind, aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt as his 
work and office, is wrought alſo by the revela- 
tion of the Son of God; that is, by diſcovering 
to us the redemption which is in his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of fins; we are delivered from the 
guilt and ſlavery of ſin, and brought into a new 
ſtate, where old things are done away, and all 
things gre become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. For as 
our nature was regenerated and born anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus, through whoſe ſufferings and 
blood it was —. from all ſin, Heb. i. 3. 


recon- 
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reconciled unto God, Col. i. 21, 22. and fully 
conformed to his Image, Rom. vin. 29. the 
Spirit of Truth receives of this and ſhews it 
unto us; withall witneſſing our intereſt therein, 
as thoſe whom Chriſt — in all that he 
did and ſuffered: by this means, being dead unto 
the law, we are married unto another, even to 
him who is riſen from the dead, that we might 
bring forth fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. Hence 
we have the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 
iii. 21. As the Spirit of Truth ſhews us this, 
he, by teaching and enabling us to reſolve our 
all into Jeſus, authorizes the conſcience to ap- 
ate his condition, his righteouſneſs, ho- 
lineſs, yea all his gracious qualities and full 
conformity to God, until we come to the lan- 
guage of the apoſtle, who ſays, as he is, ſo are 
we in this preſent world, 1 John iv. 17. Thus 
doth the things of Jeſus which are ſhewn us by 
the Holy Ghoſt attract and draw the ſoul until 
we wholly leave ourſelves, and are found in 
Him, Phil. iii. 9. In him we are put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a new and clean heart, new deſires, 
new will, new affe&tions, a new conſciouſneſs of 
ourſelves, which is not after the old Adam, but 
after him who is riſen from the dead. By this 
new and ſpiritual birth we paſs out of darkneſs 
into light, yea tranſlated from the power of dark- 
meſs into the kingdom of God's dear Son, Col. i. 
x3. where being born of God we cannot fin, be- 
cauſe the immortal remaining ſeedis pure, 1 John 
Ul. 9- 
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ni. 9. In all this the Spirit of Truth glorifies 
Jeſus, as him in whom we are regenerated, 


born anew and changed, being Ged's workman- 


tp, created anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, 
which he hath before crdained, that wwe ſhould walk 
in them, Eph. ii. 10, According to this grace, 
the Spirit of Truth reveals Chriſt in the heart 
through a gradual manifeſtation, and as we diſ- 


cern him from faith to faith; he teaches us to 


put him on, Rom. xiii. 14. until we come un- 
to a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13. This is a 
wonderful and great change, and is thus de- 
ſcribed in the ſcriptures : We all, with once face, 
bebolding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the ſame image, from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
Thus whatever the Spirit worketh for the ſal- 
vation, and comfort of mankind, is all wrought 
by his ſhewing us the things of Chriſt, and teſ- 
tifying of him that he might be glorified. He 
ſhews us the myſtery of the perſon of Jeſus, as 
God-man, Rom. ix. 5. as Emmanuel, or God 
with us, Matt. i. 23. and how that we, as the 
church, are the fulneſs of him that filleth all in 
all, Eph. i. 23. Members of his body, of bis 
fleſh, and of his bones, Eph. v. 30. Heirs of 


God, and joint-beirs of Chriſt, Rom. viii. 17. 


Being thus intereſted in, and related to the hu- 
man nature of our Lord, we are together in and 
91th that nature related unto God; the union 
of natures in him, being that marriage-union, 

 whers 
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where our Maler is our Huſband, Iſa. li. 5. that 
bleſſed and eternal life of ours, which 7s hid 
with Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. 

Again, the Spirit is ſaid to bear witneſs with 
our ſpirit that we are children of God, Rom. 
viii. 16. and in this alſo he glorifies Chriſt. The 
matter of this witneſs is, that God hath given tous 
eternal life, and this life is in bis Son, 1 John v. 11. 
That he died for our ſins, and was raiſed _ 
Jer our juſtification, Rom. iv. 25. and hath 
away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Heb. ix. = 
hath by one offering perfected for ever, them that 
are ſanttified, whereof the Holy Ghoſt alſo is a wit- 
neſs to us, Heb. x. 14, 15. His argument is the 
faithfulneſs and truth of him who hath ſpoken 
it; and being infinite in wiſdom, and in power 
omnipotent, he can overthrow the enemies of 
our peace, and perſuade our hearts beyond all 
uncertainty and doubtfulneſs. Thus doth he 
witneſs our ſonſhip, and withal, ſhew us the 
method of it as by one Lord Jeſus. To bear 
which witneſs from any work of our own hands, 
from any reformation, or change wrought upon 
us, from any frame, or diſpoſition within us, or 
from any light, knowledge, &c. would be to 
deny the Lord that bought us; to run counter 
to his religion, to walk by ſight and not by faith; 
to make the ſpirit ſpeak of himſelf, and not of 
him that ſent him: but the witneſs of the Spirit 
of Truth is known by its agreement with the 
ſcriptures, which teach that we have the adoption 


of ſons by * eſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 5. arguing the 
, reality 


( 23 ) 

reality and ſecurity of this grace, from the truth, 
faithfulneſs, and unchangeableneſs of Him who 
gave it us. 1am the Lord, and I change not, there- 
fore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed, Mal. iii. 6. 
Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and forever, 
Heb. xiii. 8. and ſuch is the perſuaſive power 
and force of this witneſs, thro' illumination, in- 
fluence and argument, that all our reaſonings 
and unbelieving objections fall before him; and 
its tyranny ceaſing, the conſcience is brought 
into a ſtate of purity and peace, not ſtaggering 
through unbelief, but beheving in hope againſt 
hope, Rom. iv. 18. that is, whilſt from a deep 
conviction of the deſperate wickedneſs and de- 
ceitfulneſs of the heart, Jer. xvii. 9. reaſon and 
ſenſe deny all ground of hope from ourſelves, yea 
would rather urge our deſpair: The Spirit of 
Truth points out Jeſus to us in all his fulneſs, 
and ſuitableneſs to our neceſſities, witneſſing 
our intereſt therein, and that with ſuch al- 
mighty power, that we believe in hope of what 
the Spirit teſtifies concerning Jeſus, againſt the 
hopeleſs and deſperate views we ſhould have of 
ourſelves, were we to judge ourſelves by our- 
ſelves, or to compare ourſelves with ourſelves: 
thus whilſt in the world, and in ourſelves, we 
have tribulation, we have peace and joy in the 
beloved Jeſus. From all which, the truth of 
this propoſition ſtill appears, it is the office of 

the Spirit of Truth to glorify Chriſt. 
I come now to the third thing propoſed, the 
conſideration of the Spirit of Truth in his ope- 
C2 rations z 
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rations ; it is compared by our Saviour to the 
wind: The 11nd bloweth where it liſtetb, and thou 
heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 
it cometh, and whither it goeth; ſo is every one 
that is born of the Spirit, John iii. 8. it bloweth 
where it liſteth, denoting the free agency of 
the Spirit in his operations, as not obligated 
thereto by any human power, nor to be reſiſt- 
ed thereby when he will work. 

As we are in no wiſe conducive to the winds 
blowing, neither are we to the Spirit's opera- 
tions; we merit it not; nor is our wiſdom, dili- 
gence, or faithfulneſs, any inducement thereto 
to haſten, increaſe or ſtrengthen it : for it blow- 
eth where it liſteth, en it will, and on whom 
it will: ſometimes on ſuch who ſeek him not, 
Iſa. Ixv. 7. paſſing by many who were in ſearch 
after the law of righteoufneſs, Rom. ix. 31. Thus 
taking occaſion to baffle the wiſdom and abaſe 
the pride of all fleſh, plainly evidencing, that 
human excellencies and abilities are of no ad- 
vantage in this particular; declaring it impoſ- 
ſible for man, by the beſt obſervations he is 
capable of making, to point out by an unex- 
ceptionable rule, the perſon qualified and pre- 
pared as a proper object of the Spirit's opera- 
t10Ns, 

The operations of the Spirit are unlimited : 
ſometimes by the word, as where he makes uſe 
of any portion of the ſcripture, thereby to re- 
veal the things of Jeſus to the heart. The ap- 
plication of the promiſe, by the Spirit, is a 
cuſtomary 
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cuſtomary- phraſe amongſt ſuch who profeſs 
chriſtianity, and to be feared, often uſed igno- 
rantly: it is probable, that many who ule it, 
underſtand nothing more by it, than that when 
ſome particular text of ſcripture coming to their 
remembrance ſtirs them up to ſorrow, joy, glad- 
neſs, Sc. from the conſideration of which in- 
fluence, they perſuade themſelves of its being 
applied by the Spirit, and fo reſt thereon. I 
need nat bo at much expence of time, or ar- 
gument, to ſhew that this is not the Spirit of 
Truth; becauſe he neither reveals Jeſus, nor 
_ ſpeaks of him, but ſuffers the mind to reſt in 
that influence it felt on the remembrance of 
the literal word. | 

Again, when the promiſe is conditional, and 
requires certain qualifications in ſuch to whom 
it may be ſaid to belong, there are ſundry, * 
who imagining they are poſſeſſed of the quali- 
fications required, lay claim to the promiſe on 
that condition, but eſpecially if the promiſe oc- 
cur to the thought ſuddenly and unexpected, 
they think it muſt be the Spirit of Truth, that 
applies a word of promiſe ſo ſuitable to their 
ſtate, and therefore take comfort and . reſt 
therein. 

Now this is to be under the law and not 
under grace, foraſmuch as the promiſe is here 
embraced and truſted in upon law terms: when 
we ſuppoſe ourſelves to have that qualification, 
which the promiſe as conditional requires in 
us, and upon that condition lay claim to it, it is 

C3 manifeſt 
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manifeſt judaiſm ; a ſeeking ſalvation by the 
| works of the law, and not the chriſtian religion 
which directs all our truſt and confidence to 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Spirit of Truth teaches us 
that whatever ſpecious appearances there may 
be, we have nothing in reality on condition 
of which we can claim the favour 'of God in 
the promiſe ; for the ſcripture having conclu- 
ded all under ſin, Gal. iii. 22. affirms that A. 
braham had not whereof he might glory before 
God, Rom. iv. 2. Therefore that Spirit which 
lulls us in a falſe operation cannot 'be the Spirit 
of Truth, but of error and falſhood; as it is 
apparent that this way of reſting upon the pro- 
miſe is antichriſtianiſm, and in effect, a denial 
that Jeſus Chrift is come in the fleſh. 
Again, there are promiſes of an abſolute 
ſound; ſuch as, I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people, Jer. xxxi. 33. I will heal 
their bachſlidings and love them freely, Hol. xiv, 
4. and tundry others of like import. Now 
when thoſe promiſes occur with energy to the 
remembrance, there is a reſting on them as 
unconditional, in expectation of what is pro- 
miſed being fulfilled as an act of God's ſove- 
reign pleaſure; nor is this the operation of the 
Spirit of Truth, for this would be to make the 
promiſes of God againſt the law, which God for- 
bid, Gal. iii. 21. Foraſmuch as the law would 
be againſt the abſolute promiſe of ſalvation, as 
not reſpecting the demands of juſtice and ho- 
lineſs. 
The 
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The manner of the Spirit of Truth's opera- 
ting by the word, is to refreſh and comfort 
from the views of Jeſus thereby. Whatſoever 
we cannot read Chriſt in, is ſcarce worth our 
peruſal ; nor is that ſweet that hath not the ſa- 
vour of his name. Al] the promiſes of God are 
in Chrift Jeſus yea and amen, to the glory of God 
by all his witneſſes, 2 Cor. i. 20. And when 
ever the Spirit of Truth brings any part of 
ſcripture to our remembrance, he brings Jeſus 
in it, without whom all is dead and killing 
letter: if the promiſe he brings is conditional, 
he comforts us from the views of the condition 
being fulfilled in Jeſus, and the promiſed grace 
freely ours by union with him ; or if the pro- 
miſe hath an abſolute and unconditional ſound, 
he ſhews us by what means it is ſo; even by 
the obedience to death of the bleſſed Jeſus, in 
whom God is our God, and we his people, 
and that conſiſtent with his ſtricteſt juſtice and 
purity. Thus the Spirit of Truth, in all his 

operations by the ſcriptures, glorifies Chriſt, 
opening the wells of ſalvation in him, whence 
we draw water with joy, Iſa. xii. 3. 

The law is not againſt the promiſes of God 
in Chriſt, though they give the waters of life 
freely, becauſe of ſatisfaction rendered by his 
life and death, and everlaſting righteouſneſs 
brought in, Dan. ix. 24. 

Sometimes the Spirit of Truth may be faid 
to operate without the ſcriptures, though al- 
ways agreeable to them; as where, thro' the 
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internal diſcoveries of Jeſus and of our re- 
demption in his blood, he frees the mind from 
guilt and fear, proceeding to quicken, comfort 
and ſtrengthen the heart in him; and this he 
often doth without the concurrence of any por- 
tion of the written word in the remembrance 
thereof, nor need any one fear being deceived 
in thoſe views of Chriſt, and comfort in him, 
which may not have any particular text of 
ſcripture attending it upon their mind: the main 
queſtion is, whether it is agreeable to the word 
or not? Is it from a view of what Chriſt is, 
of your relation to him, and redemption in his 
blood, that your conſolations abound ? then it is 
according to the law and to the teſtimony, be 
aſſured it is the operation of the Spirit of Truth, 

nor is thereany deceit therein, tho' you may not 
have what is called, the application of a text of 
ſcripture therewith. There can be no error, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord, where man is 
abaſed and Chriſt alone exalted—the loftineſs of 

man ſhall be bowed down, and the haugbtineſs of 
men ſhall be made low, and the Lord alone ſhall 

exalted in that day, Iſa. ii. 17. in that day Abra- 
ham became duft and aſhes, Gen. xviii. 27. the 
Pfalmiſt as 4 beaſt before God, Plal, Ixxiii. 22. 
Job abhors himſelf in duft and aſhes, Job xlii. 6. 
Jeremiah's Heart is deſperately 1wicked, and de- 
ceitful above all things, Jer. xvii. 9. Iſaiah is 
undone, a man of unclean lips, Ifa. vi. 5. Da- 
niel's comelineſs was turned into corruption, Dan. 
X. 8. Paul was the 1 of ſinners, 1 Tim. 


i. 15. 
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i. 15. and John fell as dead at his feet, Rev. i. 
17. O how glorious the day when man is a- 
baſed, his haughtineſs brought low, and the 
Lord alone exalted ! But concerning Jeſus, be 
glorifies him, he exalts him above all heavens; 
declares him to be the defire of nations, Hag. ii. 
7. the ſirength of 1ſrael, 1 Sam. xv. 29. the ſal- 
vation of God unto the ends of the earth, Acts 
xiii. 47. upon whom is hung all the glory of 
his Father's houſe, Iſa. xxii. 24. whoſe 7 
endureth for ever and ever, the ſcepter of whoſe 
kingdom is eternal righteouſneſs, Heb. i. 8. 
whoſe name 1s above every name, to which 
all things in heaven and earth bow, and ev 
tongue ſhall confeſs that Feſus is the Lord, to t 
glory of God the Father, Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. 
Again, the operations of the Spirit of Truth 
are to be diſtinguiſhed from the paſſions, for 
want of which diſtinction, many things have 
been fathered upon the Holy Ghoſt, which 
were manifeſtly the fruits of man's own corrupt 
paſſions. Where the paſſions are miſtook for 
the Spirit's operations, people will not fail to 
aſſert, that they are led by the Spirit in this 
and the other thing, though it be manifeſt they 
be influenced in what they do, by pride, anger, 
envy, hatred, malice, &c. and becauſe their 
zeal, in the execution thereof, is ſuch ; as to a- 
nimate and invigorate them to that degree, that 
they can ſuſtain any loſs, ſuffer any reproach 
or extremity, even to death, for the cauſe they 
are engaged in, they think certainly they are 


led 
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led by the Spirit of Truth, elſe they could not 
have ſuch fortitude and comfort in ſuffering, 
and doing what they have done. But alas! 
what is it that a perſon thus infatuated will not 
do, what is it they will not ſuffer to gratify the 
fleſh, either in pride, aiming at ſelf- righteouſ- 
neſs, applauſe, or praiſe of men, or to be re- 
venged on ſuch who may be the object of their 
anger, envy or hatred? The truth of this 
doubtleſs occaſioned that memorable and ever 
bleſſed ſentence of the Holy Ghoſt : Though I 
ſpeak with tongues, have the gift of propheſy, have 
ell knowledge, have all faith, though I beſto all 
my goods to feed the poor, and my body to be burn- 
ed, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing, 
1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2, 3. The paſſions, whilſt kept 
in ſubordination to Cle of Truth, are 
pleaſant in religion renders the exerciſe 
thereof delightful. But when miſtaken for the 
Spirit, and followed, they lead into ſo many 
enthuſiaſtic extravagancies, that whoſo looks 
coolly on, and tries the ſpirit, will eaſily per- 
ceive the deception; and indeed to judge of 
the operations of the Spirit by the paſſions, is 
to be always at a loſs. To raiſe the paſſions 
is an art, in a great meaſure depending upon 
_ geſture, ſound of voice, pronunciation, &c. but 
the operation of the Spirit is not dependent upon 
any human power or excellency, nay but 
chooſes rather to work without it. Choofing the 
fooliſh to confound the wiſe, and the weak to con- 
found the mighty, and the baſe, the kay” 

things 
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things which are not, hath God choſen to bring to 
nothing things that are, 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. And 
I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
excellency of ſpeech, or of w1ſdom, and my ſpeech, 
and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit 
and of power, 1 Cor. ii. 1, 4. It was the ſay- 
ing of a certain orator, touching the effect his 
orations had upon the people, in raiſing the paſ- 
ſions ; that it did not ſo much matter hat he 
faid, as how he ſaid it; however excuſable this 
might be in Heathen policy, it is utterly un-. 
worthy a chriſtian miniſter's imitation; yea 
to be had in abomination of all who would win 
ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt. The Spirit of Truth ope- 
rates according to judgment, and always 
comforts the heart from ſuitable diſcoveries of 
Jeſus. A judicious chriſtian will check, with 
diſdain, his ſwelling paſſions, however plea- 
ſing, unleſs ſome chearing view or conſidera- 
tion of Jeſus, his beloved Bridegroom, be at 
the bottom; as the riſe and ſpring of all; and 
then he will be cautious, however pleaſing 
they are, of following them too far, leſt he 

forget or loſe ſight of his Beloved. | 
When we hear, read, or meditate of Jeſus, 
of his deſpiſed life, his bitter ſuffering, his 
bloody and ſhameful death, we may be effected 
thereby, as the daughters of Jeruſalem were 
when they ſaw him go forth, bearing his croſs, , 
and yet our ſorrow and tears flow all from paſ- 
ſion: where there is no faithful view of a ſuf- 
| | tering 
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fering Jeſus, there is no operation of the Spirit 
of Truth. Such who know him thus, only 
after the fleſh, mourn in the tumult of their 
paſſions, to think on the ſufferings of ſuch an 
innocent and good man; they hate the inſtru- 
ments of cruelty, are extremely angry at the 
Jews, the Roman ſoldiers, and all who were 
concerned in his death. In like ſort the hiſto- 


ry of his reſurrection fills them with joy and 


ladneſs: now where this is, without appre- 
hending the end and deſign of his ſuffering, 
dying, and riſing again, of their intereſt therein, 
and benefit thereby, it can be but the falſe 
flame and working of the paſſions, and not the 
operations of the Spirit of Truth; foraſmuch 
as Jeſus is not glorified, either in his perſonal 
dignity, or in his end and deſign in ſuffering 
and dying, which was to ſave his body the 
church, and to put a new ſong in her mouth, 
even of mercy and judgment, Pal; Ci. 1. 

The operations of the Spirit of Truth pro- 
duceth the proper effects; whilſt, as the light 
enlightening the mind, he ſhews us the wretch- 
edneſs of our nature, and as life from the 
dead, quickens us to feel it; ſelf-loathing, abaſe- 
ment, and an utter abhorrence of ourſelves, na- 

turally becomes the principle and temper of 
our ſouls. But from the revelation of the Son 
of God in the heart, we are inſpired with joy 
and gladneſs. He glorifies him as made of God 
unto us, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption, Cor. i. 30. and opening our un 
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ſtanding to diſcern this; he perſuades, encou- 
rages, and ſtrengthens our hearts to the belief of 
the truth, and fills us with joy and peace in belie- 
ving, Rom. xv. 13. and, as he enlightens and 
confirms us more fully in the faith, Jeſus appears 
more valuable, more glorious and precious; 
and thus growing in grace and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 Pet. iii. 18. the righteouſneſs of God being 
revealed to us, from faith to faith, Rom. i. 17. 
we are led on by the ſame ſpirit in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfett man, unto the meaſure of the flature 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13. until we 
have ſo fully ceaſed from ourſelves, as to have 
no more expectation of what is good and ac- 
ceptable from any work of our own hands, 
than we would have of grapes from thorns, or 
hgs from thiſtles ; but all our preſent joy and 
happineſs, and expectation of future glory, is 
in Jeſus the Lord that loved us, and bought us 
with his own blood. Thus all the operations 
of the Spirit of Truth conſpire to abaſe the 
creature, to ſtain his glory, but to exalt the love 
and grace of the Creator, yea to ſet on high the 
Man of God's right hand, the Son of Man 
whom he hath made ſtrong for himſelf. 

Having in ſimplicity, and I truſt agreeable 
to the ſcriptures, conſidered the matter accor- 
ding to my propoſals; I would now attempt 
the natural and proper uſe of what I have 
already ſaid on this ſubject, 1 
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If it be allowed that the ſcriptures are the 
rule for the trial of ſpirits, let us then faith. 
fully make uſe of them to that purpoſe, and 
always beware of prefering the traditions of 
men to them: let not the wiſdom, learning, 
| holineſs, or popularity of any man deceive us, 
ſo as to receive implicitly what they affirm; 
nay, if they were apoſtles let us try their ſpirit 
by the ſcriptures, whether they be of God or 
not. Itis too common, where men are counted 
wiſe in their generation, learned, holy, and 
withal popular, to be blindly followed, and all 
that they ſay, however inconſiſtent and un- 
ſcriptural, eſteemed of as the oracles of God: 
thus, on the credit of their character, their doc- 
trine and traditions are received. For a man 
to call in queſtion the truth of what they affirm, 
after the trial of their ſpirit, would be deemed 
an unpardonable crime : ſuch is the courſe of 
this world: nor may we expect they will un- 
deceive the world in this particular, as that 
would be to deny themſelves, which goes hard 
with men of their ſubſtance. Myſtery Babylon 
the great, the mother of harlots and abominations 
of the earth, and the root of apoſtaſy from 
Chriſt. Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but 
try the ſpirits whether they be of God ; bring 
them to the ſcriptures, let that indeed be the 
rule of your faith and practice, and, if it ſhould 
be thought a deviation from the beaten track 
of man's traditions, be not terrified, neither be 
afraid of being ſingular for Chriſt, _— 
ave 
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have the ſignature of the Spirit of Truth for 
what you do: this will preſerve you from be- 
ing toſſed about with every wind of doctrine z 
nor will you then cry, Lo! here is Chriſt, or 
lo! there is Chriſt ; but you will ſtrictly abide 
by that rule, whereby you may know the Spirit 

which is of God. 
Is it true, that the nature of the Spirit of 
Truth is known by his fruit? and is the fruit 
of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gen- 
tleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance ? Gal. 
v. 23- All who profels to believe the ſcriptures, 
acknowledge theſe as the fruits of the Spirit, 
though the greateſt part are yet at a loſs where 
to find them as really produced and brought 
forth. They read the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
but when they look to ſuch who profeſs to have 
the Spirit ; they perceive bitterneſs, envy, ſtrife, 
uncharitableneſs, and all the reverſe of love; 
or where there is an appearance of love, is it 
not contracted to the narrow limit of a party ? 
is it not to ſuch who wear our own complexion? 
or, if now and then it make an extraordinary 
advance towards ſuch, who are not within thoſe 
pales, is it not becauſe they are popular? is it 
not becauſe their perſons are had in admira- 
tion ? But when doth it extend to our enemy, 
and that in heart, and not in tongue only? 
when doth it ſatisfy his hungry ſoul with bread, 
and relieve his thirſt with water? whoſe ſoul is 
that, which will always bleſs where it is cur- 
kd? and who is he, that will always do gn 
where 
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where evil is done unto him? ſhew me the 
man or the woman upon earth, and I will ſhew 
you one who brings forth the fruits of the 
Spirit of Truth: and yet this is the plain and 
poſitive doctrine of the Lord Jeſus; but I ſay 
unto you, love your enemies, do good to them which 
hate you, bleſs them that curſe you, and pray jor 
them which deſpitefully uſe you, Luke vi. 27, 28. 
every proud boaſter would do well to conſider 
this, and aſk his conſcience calmly, in the pre- 
ſence of him who ſearcheth the heart and trieth 
the reins, am I the man ? certain it is, the en- 
vious, the malicious, the uncharitable, the bigot, 
cannot be the perſon. And with what face, 
any man can boaſt of his bringing forth the 
fruits of the Spirit, or with what conſcience he 
can pleaſe and ſooth himſelf in the thought 
thereof, whilſt he anſwers not in character to 
this doctrine, which our Saviour hath ſo plainly 
diſtinguiſhed his religion by, in its influence 
and powerful effects, from all religions upon 
earth, I cannot underſtand : but ſure I am it is 
unſcriptural, and I think, utterly inconſiſtent; 
and indeed inſtead of loving our enemies, &c. 
is it not with us yet, rather, an eye for an eye, 
a tooth for a tooth? yea, is not this our wretched 
caſe, the more we boaſt of the Spirit, and pro- 
feſs to bear his fruit, the farther we are from 
it and the more contrary to his nature? is it 
not from the profeſſion of bringing forth the 
fruits of the Spirit, which is love, &c. that men 
take an occalion to hate their — their 
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the heart, fland by thyſelf, come not ntar to me, 
for I am bolier than thou? Iſa. Ixv. 5. Whence 
is it we think ourſelves authorized to run coun- 
ter to our profeſſion (which is the love of God 
and man) in back-biting, evil-ſpeaking, ſlan- 
dering, lying, uncharitably cenſuring, bear- 
ing falſe. witneſs againſt our neighbour, but 
from a ſelfiſh and miſtaken conceit of our be- 
ing ſomething, when we are nothing? All 
manner of periecution is inconſiſtent with chri- 
ſtianity, yea expreſſly forbidden, where we are 
taught to love our enemies, and to efteem of o- 
thers better than ourſelves, Phil. ii. 3. But alas! 
how few are there (if any) who fully follow 
theſe bleſſed maxims ; but on the contrary, are 
fall of ſtrife and hatred, living in open violence, 
or ſecret whiſperings; and though, under the 
truly valuable government of theſe kingdoms, 
they are indeed reſtrained from an immediate 
dipping their hands in each other's blood; yet 
will they, thro' hatred and evil ſpeech, mur- 
der without mercy, all ſuch whoſe ſuppoſed er- 
rors in principle, or practice, have rendered 
them the objects of their hatred and contempt, 
and all under a profeſſion of bringing forth the 
fruit of the Spirit, which is love. 

I am perſuaded theſe things are too obvious 
and well known to require particulars in proof 
thereof, foraſmuch as they are not confined to 
corners, but ſtalk in open day: and is this the 


| ſellow- creatures ? whence is that . ot 


method of doing good unto all men? Gal. vi. 10. 
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is this the method of efteeming others better than 
eurſekves? Phil. ii. 3. is this the acknowledg- 
ment we make of our having nothing but what 
we have received? 1 Cor. iv. 7. are thoſe the 
fruits of the Spirit of Truth ? God forbid; e- 
very reaſonable man muſt conclude, that if a 
ſpirit is known by his: fruits, that ſpirit, from 
whom ſuch fruits as theſe proceed, muſt be 
diabolical ; elſe where is the love of the Spirit, 
which is free, impartial, unchangeable ? where 
the Joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance ® &c. True, 
there are appearances of this amongſt chriſtians, 
and ſo there is in uncultivated nature, where no- 
thing ſways but reaſon and the natural diſpoſition 
of the mind: will it be urged that it is in a 
eater meaſure among chriſtians ? it is granted 
it ought to be ſo from their profeflion : but 
whether it is ſo is a matter of diſpute I think. 
Whether love and friendſhip amongſt the Hea- 
then, are not with more truth and conſtancy, 
than they are in the generality amongſt thoſe 
called chriftians ? yea, the former would ſcorn 
ſuch mean and pitiful behaviour, as fuch who 
are counted moſt eminent amongſt the latter, 
make no conſcience of. The ſpirit of the one 
is open, generous and free; they fail not to ap- 
ar in their own colour; whilſt the other, 
under a cloak of religion, a pretended zeal for 
holineſs, the glory of God, and the good of 
ſouls, give the moſt pregnant proofs of their 
pride, hatred, malice, revenge and n | 
| 1 neſs; 
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| neſs; as though the wrath of man, with the ſpi- 


rit of Satan, was to work the righteouſneſs of 
God, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit 
of Truth. But be not deceived, God is not mocł- 
ed; for what a man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap, 
Gal. vi. 7. O my brethren, how long ſhall we 
call light darkneſs, and darkneſs light, 
As you profeſs to bear the fruits of the Spirit, 

only produce them, Jeſus ſhall have the praiſe, 
and you the comfort. If the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, what is the object thereof? If it is ſelf, 
I confeſs there is a plentiful produce of ſelf-love 
in the world: but if it is God and your neigh- 
bour, bring it forth and it is well; loving the 
Lord your God with all your heart, love your 
neighbour as yourſelves, yea better than your- 
ſelves ; for this is the love of the Spirit; and 
then all hatred, evil ſpeaking, whiſpering, and 
treachery will ceaſe of courſe. ls the fruit of 
the Spirit joy ? ſhew it by your rejoicing in the 
Lord alway, in every ſtate and condition, and 
let the whole of your conduct, towards your 
fellow-creatures, be ſuch as will increaſe their” 
joy, and not their diſtreſs. Is the fruit of the 
Spirit peace? have not only peace yourſelves, 
but ſeek it and enſue it; be always a maker and 
promoter, but never a breaker of peace: join 
not yourſelves with the ſons of bluſter and vio- 
lence, who jump upon the threſhold and fill 
the houſe with ſtrife, Is the fruit of the Spirit 
long-ſuffering ? forbearing revenge, ſuffer all 
wrongs and injuries _ you with — 
Ea 2 
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and reſt in the will of God. Is the fruit of the + 
Spirit gentleneſs? laying aſide all haughtineſs 
and auſterity, be eaſily entreated and approach- 
ed without fear. Is the fruit of the Spirit good- 
neſs? O how extenſive is this! let your heart 
be heavenly, compaſſionate, affectionate, kind, 
tender, without guile, and all your actions be 
benevolent, juſt and refreſhing towards man, 
ſelf-denying and fincere towards God. Is the 
fruit of the Spirit faith? ſtagger not through 
unbelief, but be ſtrong in the taith, giving glo- 
ry to God; always believe him, always truſt 
him, in every ſtate, in every condition, be ſa- 
tisfied, be content; never murmuring nor re- 
pining. Is it meekneſs and temperance? let 
your ſpirit and practice ſhow it forth, that you 
may have both name and thing. It is not ſuf- 
ficient to ſay we have the appearance of thoſe 
things, or that we have them in reality, whilſt 
inconſlant, imperfect. 8 | 
All the fruits of the Spirit of Truth are per- 
fect, elſe they would not be proof and evidence 
of his nature. It all the works and fruits of 
the Spirit of Truth are declarative of his na- 
ture, they muſt be perfectly holy. And if 
thoſe works and fruits are wrought and produ- 
ced in man, do they not, muſt they not an- 
ſwer this character? I confeſs, the common 
ſolution of this, perſection in part, but not 
in degree, is not intelligible to me; and I ra- 
* think it is too intricate and ſcholaſtic, fot 
he plain and ſimple doctrine of chriſtianity, 
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which, in divine wiſdom, is ordained for the 
edification, not only of the learned, but the 
unlearned, yea the way-faring men, tho' fools ſhall 
. not err therem, Iſa. xxxv. 8. Beſide, it appears 
to me utterly inconſiſtent with the main end 
and deſign of the chriſtian religion, which is 
the glory of God, and the good of mankind : 
becauſe, if it may be ſuppoſed that the fruits of 
the Spirit are in a man, who yet can be proud, 
malicious, angry, envious, hateful, unchari- 
table, &c. wherein is God glorified, or his 
fellow - creatures benefited by his fruit? but, 
ſhould it be urged, although the fruit of the 
Spirit in man do not perfectly free him from 
ſin, yet it keeps under the Juſts, paſſions, and 
corruptions of his heart, ſo that they do not 
break out at any time to the diſhonour of God, 
or the prejudice of his fellow-creature : ſhould 
this be allowed, though I cannot ſee how it 
may, (nor have I known amongſt all my ac- 
quaintance one ſingle inſtance of it) it is ſtill 
granted, that though they are delivered from 
the outward acts of fin, yet the ſeed and evil 
thereof remains. Who are they, that believing 
the ſcripture, will deny that our Saviour ex- 
pounds the inclination as an act of the heart 
before God? Matt. v. 28. Therefore, what a 
falſe ſoothing of the ſoul muſt it be, when a 
perſon, under the power of his paſſions and cor- 
ruptions, reckons of himſelf to have the fruits 
of the Spirit, and conſequently to be in a ſtate 
of ſafety, becauſe, at times he feels a contrary 
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diſpoſition of mind, looks upon himſelf as ha- 
ving two principles in him, good and bad; 
reckoning of his condition towards God 

the good principle, though his ſpirit and con- 
duct are manifeſtly under the power of the bad; 
and here values himſelf on the account of inward 
holineſs, and takes occaſion to be very bitter 
againſt ſuch whom he thinks deficient therein, 
though he himſelf brings few other fruits to 
light than what I have already mentioned. 

I am perſuaded there are but few, if any, 
ſo abandoned amongſt the human race, but 
what their conſcience, at times, accuſes or ex- 
cuſes them ; there is a principle in them which 
cannot but approve of true virtue and piety, 
and acknowledge the evil of vice; Why might 
not a perſon of this character conclude he hath 
the fruits of the Spirit, and therefore that all 
mankind have them? Becauſe if this propoſi- 
tion, perfection in parts, but not in degree, be 
true, then the leaſt meaſure thereof is perfect, 
and denominates the perſon ſanctified, yea, one 
who hath the fruits of the Spirit. And, if it 


can be proved that all mankind have at times, 


good and pious motions, yea, habitually a wit- 
neſs for Godin them, accuſing or excuſing 
them, as Rom. ii. 15. then, notwithſtanding 
their meaſure is ſmall they are all ſanctified, 


all filled with the fruits of the Spirit, which 


may not be granted. If it ſhould be urged, that 
the pious motions and diſpoſitions which are in 
Fhrittians, are different in nature from thoſe 

. which 
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which are in mankind in the general,. and that 
this difference is commonly defined as working 

or life and from life : that a chriſtian, knowing 
the grace of God, works from life ; that is, re- 
joices, obeys, and performs all the exerciſes of 
religion as naturally as the ſun riſes, as we 
breathe, and the like; which is not the caſe 
with the unregenerate, who are driven by the 
threats of puniſhment, or drawn by promiſes of 
reward in all they do ; if this is the caſe, why 
is it ſuggeſted that chriſtians cannot have com- 
fort, nay cannot have life, except they work and 
obey? and if it is thus natural for them to obey, 
why then all the exhortations and motives made 
uſe of to excite them to it? what need of all 
this ſpurring, where is it ſo natural for them 
to run? beſides, who is there, knowing his 
own heart, that is not apprized of this? He 
cannot do, feel, or ſuffer any thing for God, but 
what he muſt be ſenſible that his mind cleaves - 
to it ; and, more or leſs, takes comfort thence, 
and hath dependence thereon; nor can he, I 
believe; whilſt in the body, be wholly free 
from a legal temper. 

Should it be granted, that mankind in the 
general, not underſtanding thoſe terms of di- 
ſtinction, working from life and for life, nor 
being converſant with the ſcriptures, have 


greater expectations from the work of their 


own hands; and may be ſaid more abundant- 
ly to work for life: but are there not times 
when they are, in meaſure, ſenſible of the in- 
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ſufficiency of of their own works to fave them, 
and therefore appeal from themſelves to the 
goodneſs and mercy of God? If it is ſuppoſed 
that there is the leaſt ſpark of good, the doc- 
trine of perfection in parts, but not in degree, 
cannot deny their being ſanctified, nor their 
having the fruits of the Spirit, however ſmall 
their meaſure. Probably it may by urged, that 
real chriſtians are changed, are reformed 
irom all vice, whereas the generality of man- 
kind remain in their ſins. I his indeed would 
be a powerful argument, if the change, or re- 
formation, was ſo effectual as to make men new 
creatures in themſelves: True it is, there are 
many who are reformed from drunkennels, 

uncleanneſs, thefts, - ſwearing, gaming and all 
outward crimes: but what are they reformed 
unto? 1s it not unto ſpiritual pride, 'with pray- 
er? to anger, hatred, malice, with the uſe of 
ſacraments? to all uncharitableneſs, with the 
reading of the ſcriptures? to back- hiting, evil- 
ſpeaking, lying and ſlandering, with a preciſe 
and pretended holy lite? Now we will ſuppoſe 
a man living in drunkenneſs, whoredoms, 
thefts, gamings, &c. and another to be re- 
formed from all this wickedneſs; and to pray 
often, to hear ſermons, to frequent the Lord's 
table, to give alms, to faſt, to keep the ſab- 
bath, to have been deeply afflicted for his ſins, 
to have received comfort from his amendment 
of life, and truſt in the grace of God through 
Chrift, to have comiortable views from mn 

wor 


(45) 

work of ſanctification carried on in him, &c; 
and yet this perſon be ſpirtually proud, that is, 
good in his own eyes, better than what he has 
been, better than bis neighbours; a whiſperer, 
back-biter, evii-ſpeaker, revengeful, yea, a mur- 
derer, (if to hate one's brother be murder, as 
the Holy Ghoſt ſays it is, John iii. 15.) now 
what 1ays the ſcriptures of theſe two perſons ? 
what think you of them? the ſcriptures call 
the former, a dog, a ſwine, 2 Pet. ii. 22. and 
calls the latter, a ſerpent, a viper, Matt. xxiii. 
33. When a man is apprized of his danger, he 
is more eaſily provided againſt the hurt he 
may receive from a dog, or ſwine; for they, 
though enemies, are more public and generous; 
but a ſerpent lies concealed in your paths, and 
biting your heel, gives you an unexpected 
wound: though the rending of a dog, or a 
ſwine, may often be very hurtful, yet the 
ſting, or bite of a viper, is much more dange- 
rous, and, by reaſon of its emited poiſon, often 
proves mortal. When a perſon, utterly un- 
acquainted with the nature of thoſe animals, be- 
holds a foaming dog, or a ſwine hedaubed with 
mire, he will avoid them as dangerous ang 
nauſeous ; but ſeeing a ſerpent of a beautiful 
colour baſking in the ſun, judging by the 
outward appearance, he concludes it harmleſs, 
as beautiful; and becoming familiar with it, 
gives it an opportunity of biting him; whilſt 
the poor afflicted wretch, to excuſe his credu- 
lity, cries out, Who could have thought 8 
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(46) 
who would have expected it from a creature of 
ſo beautiful an appearance! A dog, a ſwine, 
however fierce and cruel, are not ſo much 


to be dreaded, becauſe they are impoliticly raſh, 


and run upon us with noiſe and clamour ; 
but a viper, a ſerpent, is the moſt ſubtle of all 
the beaſts of the field ; we are hardly ſecure 
from their attacks ; when we think leaſt of it, 
and are walking in the greateſt ſecurity, we are 
ſtung without warning. And, as I would avoid 
the fellowſhip and acquaintance of both, fo 
would I much more that of the viper and ſer. 
pent, as more dreadfully dangerous. And yet, 
perſons who anſwer this character, are general- 
ly the greateſt boaſters of the Spirit's fruits, and 
moſt contentious for inward holineſs and purity; 


but, have not this ſelf-righteouſneſs and holi- 


neſs, been, in every age, the bane of Zion's 
and love? what bred the contentions in 
the church between the Arians and orthodox, 
in the firſt ages of chriſtianity, on which ac- 
count there was ſo much blood ſhed, and each 
party, as they had power, revenged themſelves 


on the other? was it not, that the one thought 


themſelves more orthodox, and conſequently 


more righteous, more holy than the others? 


What was it occaſioned the Popiſh perſecutions, 
. when ſuch dreadful fires were kindled, in which, 
many of the noble army of martyrs rendered 
up their ſouls to God their Saviour, but the 
ſame curſed principle? What occaſioned the 
perſecution of the Proteſtant diſſenters BY the 
| erate 
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hierarchy, but the ſame inciple? And when 
ſo many of them had fled to a ſtrange land, 
on account of religion; what moved | ho 
when they had power, to perſecute, even to 
death, others of their fellow-creatures on reli- 
gious accounts, but the ſame curſed principle? 
What makes one ſet of chriſtians hate another, 
and perſecute them with vile names, reproach 
and anathema's, when they have no farther 
power to puniſh, but the ſame principle ſtill? 
What makes one chriſtian perſecute another 
with the ſword of the tongue, wound his name, 
his character, yea, murder him according to 
the ſcriptures, and all probably without know- 


ing the perſon they ſmite, or the truth of 


what they ſmite him for? is it not ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs, ſelf-holineſs, that accurſed, helliſh 
thought? O! it is the fountain of enmity a- 
gainſt God, and of all contentions, ſtrife, hatred 
and confuſion amongſt men. From hence that 
unruly evil, the tongue, takes occaſion to de- 
ſtroy where the hands are tied. And to ex- 
plain this more fully, hear what James faith, 
when he ſpake of it as in the tongue: The 


tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity ;/ it defileth 
the whole body, and ſetteth on fire the courſe of na- 


ture, and is ſet on fire of bell. r 


beaſts, and of birds, "x 0 


in the ſea, is zamed, 


erpents, and of things 
4 been Ame}. 


kind : but the tongue can no man tame, an unru- 
ly evil, full of deadly poiſon ; therewith bleſs we 
God, even the Father ; and curſe we men, ul 
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are made in the ſimilitude of God, Jam. iii. 6, 7, 


8, 9. When ſclf-righteouſneſs ſets this upruly 


evil a going, there is no end to its flanders, 
bitter invectives and murders; therefore pra 


the Plalmiſt,: Thou ſhall keep them ſecretly in a 


pavilion from the ſtrife of tongues, Pial. xxxi. 20. 


Can that, which is the cauſe of ſo much miſ- 
chief, ſo much evil, be the fruits of the Spirit? 
God forbid ; can that, which hath a tendency to 


puff up man, to make him wiſe, orthodox and 
boly in his own eyes, and from thence to bring 
forth the - curſed fruits before-mentioned, be 
the fruits of the Spirit? God forbid : is it poſſi- 
ble that man can be wiſe and holy in himſelf, 
in his own eyes, without being puffed up, and 
conſequently bring forth ſuch fruits? I think 
it impoſſible : and from thence conclude, that 


. we cannot find the fruits of the Spirit, in truth 


and perfection, in man. But then ſome one 
will ſay, if they are not to be found in man, ac- 
cording to his ſpirit and behaviour in life, why 
have you mentioned them, as what we are to 
know the nature of the Spirit of Truth by? To 


this I anſwer, though we have ſought for them 


amongſt the many thouſands of Iſrael here be- 
low, and cannot find them in their perfection 
and glory, yet is it in reality a glorious truth: 
that all theſe bleſſed fruits of the Spirit are 
brought forth and produced in man. And if 

would know this wonder of a Man, this 
Perſon, ſo worthy of admiration, in whom all 
theſe fruits abound, and in perfect beauty 
| ſhine, 
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ſhine, give me leave to ſay tis Jes vs! who 
only is holy, who only is the Lo x D. Come, 
ſee, wonder at, and admire the fruits of the 
Spirit in Him! In Him is love, without par- 
tiality, without bitterneſs, without wavering, 
without diſſimulation: how infinite, how un- 
ſpeakable his love to God, even the Father! 
he loved him with all his heart, and mind, 
and ſoul, and ſtrength ; he loved fo, that it was 
his meat and his drink to do his will. How 
great his love to the ſons of men! and without 
partiality, as extending to Jew and Gentile, to 
bond and free; to the moſt wretched of man- 


kind, yea, whether they are fifty, or five hun- 
dred-pence ſinners, with infinite frankneſs, his 
love extends without diſtinction to them all. 


Without bitterneſs, as admitting of no ingredi- 
ent of wrath, no ſpark of anger, fury was not 
in him, but love was all his intention, deſire, 


heart and nature towards man; without wa- 
vering, as ſtedfaſt, unſhaken, having loved his 


own he loved them to the end: no conſide- 
ration whatever, not that of the unknown ſor- 


rows and dreadful ſufferings, which. ſo ſorely - 
amazed his ſoul, could ſhake his love of cauſe 


a momentary wavering ; not that of the enmi- 


ty of man, yea, the baſe ingratitude of his own. 


houſhold, the thought of which, though it 
wrung ſweat in bloody drops like rain from 


him, cauſed not the Jeaſt ſhadow of turning in 


his love to man. Love] undiſſembled love 


led him through his unfathomed humiliation, 
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where bis judgment was taken away, where dwelt 
the darkneſs of the ſhadow of death: and tho 
death and hell put on their moſt dreadful forms, 
and, armed with all their terrors, ſought to op- 
poſe his paſſage through to light and immor- 
tality, as the repreſentative of man ; yet ſingly 
armed with love, he would not, could not flee, 
but greatly ſwallowed up death, and the grave 
in victory, and deſtroyed him who had the 
power of death, that is the devil. O how 
fervent, how ſincere his love, paſſing know- 
ledge, ſtronger than death, — the chil- 
dren of men with grace, glory, and immor- 
tality | This indeed is love, the Spirit's fruit of 
love; ſuch, that for the ſalvation of man, ſinful 
man, endured the croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame, 
The force of that ancient maxim, love your 
friend; and hate your enemy, was here repel- 
led; and love, love without diffimulation, and 
that tothe moſt inveterate enemies, proved to the 
eateſt demonſtration: feeding their hungry 
ouls with bread, the bread of life ; and quench- 
ing their thirſt with the waters of life : Yea, 
not withholding his own fleſh and blood, but 
fteely giving it for the life of the world, ma- 
king it meat indeed, and drink indeed, to his 
church. He bleſſed where he was curſed, and 
pes for ſuch who uſed him deſpitefully. 
hold every fruit in its greateſt perfection and 
ripeneſs abounding in him ! The joy of the 
Lord was his ſtrength ; he rejoiced not in ini- 
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and the ſalvation of man. He was the Prince of 
peace, the God of peace, the Son of peace, the 
peace between heaven and earth, between God 
and man, between Jew and Gentile, between e- 
very believer's conſcience and God the judge of 

all men. His birth proclaimed God's intention 
of peace to the earth, his every action and ſuffer- 
ing in life promoted it, his bloody death and paſ- 
ſion hath for ever ratified it, and the goſpel of his 
blood is the tidings of this everlaſting peace to 
mankind. He hath the fruit of long- ſuffering, 
who endured the contradiction of ſinners againſt 
himſelf; when reviled he reviled not again, but 
bare it with patience and long - ſuffering: Ho- 
amazingly hath he ſhewn it in all the diſtreſs 
and torments of his life and death! How infi- 
nite his forbearance and patience towards man- 
kind, notwithſtanding the manifold provoca- 
tions wherewith they have provoked the eyes 
of his glory! He truly hath the gentleneſs of 
the dove, humane, kind, eaſy of acceſs, and as 
eaſy to be entreated ; no auſterity, ſternneſs, 
ſhyneſs, fury, or paſſion to be ſeen in him: but 
all is gentle, mild, ſweet, calm, ſurpaſſing the 
utmoſt defire and conception of our mind. 
His goodneſs exceeds all deſcription. Is it good 
to be compaſſionate? he hath compaſſion: on 
the ignorant, and on ſuch who are out of the- 
way. And as a father pities his own children, 
ſo he pities them that fear him. Is it good to 
be benevolent ? as his ſtores are immenſe, / ſo 
is his benevolence boundleſs, He W 
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all our maladies, and ſupplied all our wants, 
according to the riches of his grace. In brief, 
his goodneſs towards God and man is perfect. 
To do good, and to communicate is his nature 
and property. | 

Faithfulneſs is the girdle of his reins : faith- 
ful in things pertaining to God, and faithful 
to man: faithful in his word, in his offices, in 
his relations : faithful to every ſacred name he 
bears, and character which he aſſumes : faith- 
ful in his love, friendſhip, ſympathy and kind- 
neſs. O he is a friend who ſticketh cloſer than 
= brother, nor is there any unfaithfulneſs in 

Meekneſs in perfection dwells in him: Mo- 
ſes was meek, but not perfectly ſo; witneſs his 
wrath when he brake the tables of the law ; his 
fury and unadviſed ſpeech at the waters of 
ſtrife; and though he was more meek than 
any man upon earth, yet it was but a figure 
and ſhadow of the meekneſs of Jeſus; for in 
him it is without mixture or contrariety : his 
meek and lowly heart is always the ſame; nor 
can he ever be provoked to fury and anger, or 
ever drop an unadviſed word. 

Temperate in all things, as one who ſtrove 
for the maſtery over Satan, ſin, and death; and 
therefore, when accuſed of gluttony, wine- 
bibbing, ſedition, &c. it was no farther true, 
than as, when made fin for us, he bare thoſe 
offences of the people in his own body upon 
the croſs ; and the character of ſinners falling 
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upon him, He was numbered amongſt the 
tranſgreſſors. For in himſelf he was tempe- 
rate; not ſo in profeſſion, or appearance only, 
that he might gain the praiſe of men: for he 
ſought not his reputation thereby, nor was his 


honour or kingdom of this world. His uſe of 


abſtinence, and faſting, was not that under the 
holy guiſe he might have an opportunity of 
devouring the widow's houſe, and amaſſing 
the preſent world: But his temperance was 
ſincere, without guile, yea, univerſal, in meats, 
drinks, apparel, ſleep, and bodily reſt, in his 
uſe of the world, its riches, honour, pleaſures, 
cares, the paſſions of the mind, or whatevet 
the ſoul of man may be temperate in; and 
thus all the fruits of the Spirit of Truth abound 
in Mr tok | | 

Who is he that would learn the nature of 
the Spirit of Truth from his fruits? let him 


come and learn it here, in the perfect man, 


who, thus adorned, is fairer than the ſons of 
men, from whoſe lips drop grace and truth, 
When we look to man, to ourſelves, for theſe 
fruits; we find ſo many contrarieties and im- 
perfections, as to imbitter our reflections, and 
makes us cry, O my leanneſs ! fo that we can- 
not learn the nature of the Spirit of Truth 
there, as already obſerved. And if we would 
diſtinguiſh between man and himſelf, accor- 
ding to different principles in him, ſo as not 
to judge of his good by his bad, but conſides 
his good in the 3 bringing it for oy 
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„ 
al to the ſtandard of all good, the divine na- 


ture, there is neither proportion nor compari- 


ſon; ſo that man may not, conſidered after 
what he is in himſelf, be juſtly the object of 
his own or another's admiration : nay, the Fa- 
ther hath referved this honour and glory for 
the beloved Son, who is the head of his body 
the church, that in all things he might have thy 
pre-eminence. 

We are called upon to conſider him as the 
Apoſtle and High-prieſt of our profeſſion: to 
rejoice in him, to admire him, to love him, 
to boaſt of him, to gaze upon him as the beau- 
ty of holineſs, yea, the perfection of beauty, the 
chief amongſt ten thouſand, the altogether Iovely ; 
to eſteem of him as precious above all.— 
Whom have I in heaven but. Thee? and there 
it none upon earth, that I defire befides Thee. 
This is the chriſtian's chief delight, his 
higheſt pleaſure. 

Whatever the holy ſcriptures define as the 
Spirit's fruit, that Jeſus is in himſelf; inſomuch 
that he is the true and glorious fruit of the Spi- 
rit of Truth ; he is love, he is joy, he is peace, 
he is long-fuffering, he is gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meekneſs, temperance, againſt whom 
there is no law. Let us admire him, adore 
him, and rejoice in his light. 

Furthermore, having a little confidered the 
ſtate and condition of mankind, how poor, how 
vain a creature man is, notwithſtanding his 
boaſting of his fruits, his holineſs, &c. "= 
470 : OW 
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—_ 
how that Jeſus only is perfect, only is holy, 
the juſt admiration of all his people. 
I would farther conſider wherein his chil- 
dren are benefited by what he is in himſelf; 
1 am lite a green firr-tree, ſays he, from me is 
thy fruit found, Hoſ. xiv. 8. Again, I am the 
vine, ye are the branches, John xv. 5. Our Sa- 
viour, by comparing himſelf to a firr-tree, 
points out his everlaſting verdure and fruitful- 
neſs; and, by telling the church that ber fruit 
is found from him, he ſheweth that his fruit is 
bers, that ſhe hath a juſt claim to it, and that 
ſhe cannot ceaſe to be fruitful whilſt be is fruit- 
ful. I am the vine, ye are the branches; where- 
by he ſheweth, that as the vine and branches 
make one tree; ſo he, and his children, make 
one body: and as the branches were-naturally 
in the vine before a ſprout appeared; ſo were 
his children in him as beloved and choſen from 
everlaſting: and as, in the fulneſs of time, the 
vine puts forth its branches, in order to bear 
fruit; ſo did he bring forth his children into 
exiſtence, that he might bring forth fruit unto 
God: and as the vine, conſiſting of ſtock and 
branches, is dreſſed by the huſbandman, in or- 
der to its fruitfulneſs ; ſo was Jeſus, conſiſti 
of head and members in one body, bruiſed, af- 
flicted, and dealt with by the Father, the great 
Huſbandman, for the deſtruction of ſin, and 
the bringing forth of good fruit: and as the 
vine brings forth all its fruit upon the branches; 
(having no diſtinct fruit from the branches, nor 
E 2 any 
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any other way of bearing it,) ſo Jeſus hath 


brought forth all the fruit of his obedience and 
3 with every gracious quality that was 
manifeſt in him, upon his people; nor, accor- 

ding to the conſideration of this union between 
him and them, has he any diſtinct fruit from 
them, or any other way of bearing fruit but 
upon them. Thus he bears their fruit, and, 
as he ſays, from me is T HY fruit found. In 
this myſtery of our fruitfulneſs in Chriſt, he a- 
lone is glorified and hath the pre-eminence for 
here the branch doth not arrogantly aſſume 


the character of being fruitful in itſelf, conſi- 


dered as diſtinct from the tree; and indepen- 


dent thereof, elſe the huſbandman, caſting his 
eye upon it, ſeperate from the tree, might ſay, 
O thou bleſſed and fruitful branch ! to the diſ- 
honour of the free; but conſidered in the tree, 
'and as fruitful only in that, the huſbandman 
beholding it as having all the branches laden 


with fruit, ſays, O thou bleſſed and fruitful 


tree, my pleaſure proſpers in thee / 


Thus hath Jeſus the pre-eminence, glory and 
praiſe, where all our fruitſulneſs is in him: of 
this we attempt to rob him, when we, com- 
' mencing proud boaſters, talk and contend for 
" our bearing fruit and doing wonders, forgetting 
him on whom our help is laid, and from whom 
all our fruit is found. As the branch cannot bear 
' fruit of #1ſelf except is abide in the vine, neither 
can ye except ye abide in me, John xv. 4. hence 


it appears, that the chriſtian only is ä 
c 


(97) 
he abides in Chriſt. He is in him as a member 
of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones, Eph. 
v. 30. And according to this myſtery he hath 
produced all the fruits of his life, death, and 
reſurrection upon us; and when Chriſt is re- 
vealed in us the hope of glory, Col. i. 27. the 
conſcience cleaves, yea, is united and married 
unto him ; inſomuch, that all that he is, and 
all that he hath done, becomes ours, accordi 
to the aſſurance of the underſtanding and teſti- 
mony of the mind. We, thus receiying him, 
have power given us to become the ſons of 
God, John i. 12. and, according to the con- 
ſcience, we do the works which he did, as he 
promiſed, John xiv. 12. All his fruitfulneſs 
being upon us, we bear it, and bring it forth 
in Spirit unto God, being married unto him who 
is riſen from the dead, that we might bring forth 
fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. | 
But as in phyſiognomy, when we would 
gueſs the nature and condition of a perſon, we 
look into the face, for what concerns the whole 
perſon ; ſo, as Jeſus is the Head of his body the 
church, he is alſo her face; and whoever would 
gueſs of her nature and condition in general, 
or that of any one member in particular, let 
them look into her face, and learn it there; 
there alone is the beauty and perfeQion of the 
king's daughter ſeen, cloathed with her gar- 
ment of wrought needle-work. In this view 
every chriſtian appears as led by the Spirit of 
Truth, as bearing all 3 precious fruits thereof, 
4 os 
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as having clean eſcaped the garment ſpotted by 
the fleſh, no more fulfilling the luſts thereof; 
having this teſtimony, that they pleaſe God, yea, 
that they always do the things that pleaſe 
him, becauſe of Jeſus their Head and Fore- 
runner. 

If it is true, that the office of the Spirit of 
Truth, according to the ſcriptures, is to glorify 
Chriſt; then may we know whether the ſpirits 
which ſpeak, or profeſs to preach the goſpel, 
are of God, or not. 5 

T have already ſhewn, according to the word 
of God, that where a Spirit is found ſpeaking 
of himſelf, it cannot be the Spirit of Truth, 
and theretore not of God. 

And if it is true, that by a ſpirit's ſpeaking 
of himſelf, we may underftand it's pointing out, 
and teſtifying of the impulſe, operation, or in- 
fluence of the mind as productive of joy, ſor- 

row, love, defire, though centering in hea- 
venly things; thence pertuading mankind of 
their being poſſeſſed of the Spirit of Truth; 
there, nor only permitting, but encouraging 
them to found their hope: I ſay, if this is to 
ſpeak of himſelf, and conſequently to be a falſe 
ſpirit ; let us not believe nor follow that ſpirit, 
but with all boldneſs, and the aſſurance of un- 
derſtanding, reject it as not of God. And in 
fo doing, let us not be afraid of man, who ſhall 
die, nor of the ſon of man, who is but as graſs. 
Neither let their high titles, learning, or wiſ- 
dom be of any weight with us, when we — 
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( 59-) 
led, in purſuit of the Truth, into fingular 
paths. We would diſclaim all fooliſh, affect- 
ed ſingularity, where the conſcience is not con- 
22 as that muy is yain and ridiculous. 
ut when a man, ſimply aiming at the glor: 
of Chriſt, without Ka ——— __ the eos 
tures, what his conſcience clearly, and * 
out doubtfulneis, from thence ſuggeſts unto 
him, is the Truth, which he is to abide by, 
though all the world ſhould teſtify the contra- 
Ty. And, however ſuch an one might be char- 
ged with error and obſtinacy, yet will he abide 
by the teſtimony of his conſcience, nor may 
he depart thence on any account whatever, 
unleſs he will pierce hunſelf through with many 
ſorrows. If this is not true, then our determi- 
nation, in caſes of conſcience, and matters of 
faith, muſt not be in our own boſoms, as evi- 
dent in the ſcriptures. But the church hath 
the keeping and power of this, ſay they, who 
would have the clergy only to be the church; 
and others would perſuade us, that the expoſi- 
tions on the ſcriptures, and dead bodies of di- 
vinity, wrote by learned and holy men, and 
approved of by the multitude, have the power 
and keeping of it. If this is not true, then the 
martyrs of old ſhed their blood and laid down 
their lives for trifles, yea, for nothing, when 
they died for the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience. But we have not ſo learned Chriſt, 


nor are we thus taught by the ſcriptures, to 
| Fg which 
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which we do well to give heed, as unto a light 
ſhining in a dark place. 

If that ſpirit, which ſpeaks of reformation 
and change wrought upon man, thence, per- 
ſuading you of your ſatety, and glorifying him- 
ſelt in you as the author of this change; if 
this ſpirit may be deemed to ſpeak of himſelf, 
and therefore antichriſtian; let us not blindly 
follow the multitude, whatever profeſſion of 
piety and virtue, whatever plea of conſolation 
the good man (fo called) hath, from the con- 
templations of his own pious actions and habits, 
but faithfully confeſs ourſelves chriſtians, whoſe 
hope and rejoicing are in Chriſt Jeſus, and not 
in ourſelves; being well aſſured, that the Spi- 
rit of Truth will not ſpeak of himſelf, will not 
lead us for ſalvation, nor conſolation, to any 
change, or virtuous habit, which he, by re- 
vealing Jeſus, hath wrought in us, but will 
always glorify Chriſt, as him alone in whom 
we are ſaved, without works of righteouſneſs 
as wrought by us; as him, who in the fulneſs 
of his grace and glory, is the only comfort and 
Joy of our heart. 

If that ſpirit, who inſinuates that he is inju- 
red by the preaching of Chriſt alone, is anti- 
chriſt; let us be aware thereof, and conſtantly 
reject it, as not of God. I mean by this ſpirit, 
that which ſtirs up, and raiſes objections againſt 
goſpel- faith and doctrine, inſinuating that it 
deſtroys the work of the Spirit, by not making 
it a chief ſubject; but, that, by aſcribing the 
| whole 
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whole of our ſalvation to Chriſt, we exclude the 
work of the Spirit. This objection makes ſuch 
a wide diſtinction between Chriſt and the Spirit, 
as to make their works and intereſts different. 

That there is an inexplicable myſtery in the 
Deity is certain, of which, it appears to me, the 
higheſt arrogance to attempt a definition; yet, 
that Jeſus Chriſt and the Spirit of Truth have 
ſeparate intereſts, the ſcripture denies; teaching 
us, that the whole Godhead is intereſted in the 


honour and glory of Jeſus: as where it ſays, He 


that bonoureth not the Son, - honoureth not the Fa- 
ther, John v. 23. And concerning the Spirit of 
Truth; he ſays, When he is come, be will not 
ſpeak of bimſelſ, but will glorify me. And, as all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead dwells bodily in 
him, (and he is God manifeſted in the fleſh) we 
conceive, according to the ſcriptures, that God, 
Father, Word and Spirit, is to be believed on 
and truſted in, approached unto and worſhi 
in Him. And, as ſuch who object to the divine 
honours given Jeſus in the church, as derogatory 
to the Father, may not be ſaid to have ſeen his 
day, nor digeſted the ſcriptures concerning him; 
fo thoſe who object to the faith and doctrine of 
Chriſt alone, as denying the work of the Spirit, 
or as deficient without our adding to it the 
work of the Spirit, as a diſtin ſubject; may be 
ſaid, either to err, as not knowing the ſcriptures, 
nor the power of God concerning this matter; or 
elſe, to ſpeak, from a warm and inconſiderate 
zeal, what they have nothing to ſupport, = 
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6 
the doctrines and traditions of men. For, I think, 
I have proved by the ſcriptures, or at leaſt given 
ſuch hints that any unprejudiced and impartial 
enquirer may eaſily perceive, that the office and 
work of the Holy Ghoſt conſiſts in glorifying 
Jeſus, in teſtifying of him, ſhewing us what 
he is, what he has done, drawing us to him, 
perſuading us of our ſalvation and glory in him, 
ſtirring us up to the acknowledgement and 
confeſſion of his worthy praiſe. And the clearer . 
this is, the more evidently the work of the Spi- 
rit of Truth appears. How dreadful the miſ- 
take then, when either thro' enmity to Chriſt, 
or zeal for the traditions of men, light is called 
darkneſs, and darkneſs light; and many object 
to the work of the Spirit of Truth itſelf, that it 
oppoſes the work of the Spirit, and thereby take 
part with a ſpirit of deluſion and falſhood a- 
gainſt the truth itſelf; and this will be always 
the caſe, until we are content to ſee with our 
own eyes, hear with our own ears, and judge 
for ourſelves, and no longer ſee and hear with 
other men's eyes and ears, nor judge by their 


_ determinations. Well might the ___ in the 


words of the text, ſay, Beloved, believe not every 
ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they be of God. 
O my brethren, how long will it be e er we 
ſhall think for ourſelves? when ſhall we be deli- 
vered from the tyranny of tradition, and no 


longer enſlaved thereby? let not the authority of 


any, though called great men (and on ſome ac- 


counts probably, truly accounted fuch) ſway 


with 


(63) 
with us, when what concerns our eternal life 
and happineſs comes under our conſideration; 
but, let us 70 the law, and to the teſtimony; there 
firſt let us ſacrifice all our favourite ſentiments, 
yea, every darling opinion that claſhes with the 
ſacred word; with this let us offer all in man, 
on the credit of which we would ſwallow their 
doctrines without examination by the word; 
whether it is learning, wiſdom, piety, or popu- 
larity; and abiding the deciſion of the ſcriptures 
be content to be judged thereby, and, by its 
ſimple authority to determine of what we hear. 

My aim in ſpeaking thus, is to draw all, who 
profeſs chriſtianity, to the ſcriptures, as the rule 
of their faith and practice. By them would I be 
tried in all things, particularly in what I here 
write. Yea, to them I appeal, and that not ac- 
cording to any private interpretation, but ac- 
cording to what every generous and candid . 
mind may diſcern in them. 

The holy ſcriptures poſitively declare that ſpi- 
rit, which denieth that Jeſus is come in the fleſh, 
to beantichriſt; by which, if we may not only 
underſtand a denial of his incarnation, but, that 
of his having anſwered the end of his coming, 
which was to fulfil all righteouſneſs, to atone for 
fin, and to ſave his people with an everlaſting fal- 
vation, let us then learn to avoid, firſt, that ſpi- 
rit which denies the incarnation of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, or his coming in the fleſh, or thathe, 
who is God bleſſed for ever, amen, according 
to the fleſh, came of the ſtock of Iſrael, _ 
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( 64) 

The apoſtle gives us ſuch a plain deſcription 
of antichriſt in thoſe words, that except we 
wilfully ſhut our eyes againſt the truth, we 
cannot fail diſcovering it; for as it is the office 
and work of the Spirit of Truth to glorify 
Chriſt; inſomuch that no man can ſay that Je- 
ſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt; ſo is it the 
true characteriſtick of antichriſt to deny the e- 
ternal power and Godhead of the Lamb. 

Let us then reject this falſe ſpirit as an ene- 
my to our Saviour; and with this the ſpirit 
which denieth his having anſwered the end of 
his coming. For it is at beſt but a compliment 
paid to Jeſus, where his Godhead is confeſt, but 
the all- ſufficiency of his blood and ſacrifice de- 
nied; truly to deny the latter, is to deny the 
former, whatever pretenſion there may be to 
the contrary, whatever pleas thoſe falſe ſpirits 
may make for the denial of his Godhead as 
contrary to reaſon, or for the denial of his all- 
ſufficient grace and merit for our ſalvation and 
happineſs, without works of righteouſneſs as 
done by us, as having a tendency to deſtroy holi- 
neſs, and make people careleſs of good works. I 
ſay, notwithſtanding thoſe pleas, let us upon the 
authority of the ſcripture, reject every ſuch ſpirit, 
as not of God. Do the ſcriptures ſay that Je- 
ſus Chriſt was God manife/t in the fleſh ? 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. Do they ſay, that He bare our fins, in 
bis own body, on the croſs, 1 Pet. ii. 24. and hath 
appeared to put fin away by the ſacrifice of himſelf # 
Heb. ix. 26. Then this is the OC the 
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Spirit of Truth, and plainly teſtifies that the 


other is not of God. 

What if our reaſon cannot attain the compre- 
henſion of all that God hath revealed, muſt we 
therefore doubt, and deny it? Wherein is he 
honoured and glorified in the credit we pay to 
him in his word, if we believe him no farther 
than it is demonſtrate to our reaſon and ſenſes? 
it may indeed be urged, that this is credit ſuffi- 
cient to the teſtimony of man becauſe fallible, 
and therefore liable to err: but is it ſo to him 
who is infallible and cannot lie? I ſuppoſe it 
will not be affirmed. How inconſiſtent and 
falſe then is the ſpirit which denieth that Jeſus 
is come in the fleſh! Altogether as falſe, and 
much more inconſiſtent, is that ſpirit which, 
profeſſing the dignity of his perſon, denies the 
all- ſufficiency of his merit, as deſtructive to ho- 
lineſs of life. Here may it be ſaid, vain man 
would be wiſe though born a wild aſſes colt, Job 


xi. 12. Vain man would be good, though 


there is none good but God, Luke xviii. 19. Vain 
man would do wonders, though it is not in bim 
that walketh to direct his ſteps, Jer. x. 23. 
The Phariſees of old accuſed our Saviour 
of deſtroying the law and the prophets by his 
doctrine, and of ungodlineſs in his practice, as 
breaking the ſabbath-day, &c. their brethren 
of this generation, though they will not im- 
mediately accuſe him, as the former Phariſees 
did, yet it is plain they ſuſpect him, yea, are 
very jealous of him ; they are for ſoftening 0 
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( 66) 
words, as though they were wiſer than he; 
and for 'mixing his doctrine with cautions, and 


| proper expoſitions upon his phraſes, leſt it 


ſhould hurt weak minds. And as for the faith 
of his goſpel, who can bear it? that is reckoned 
ſo deſtructive to holineſs of life, and in itſelf 
fo dangerous on many accounts, that whoſo- 
ever will confeſs it, muſt partake of the afflic- 
tions thereof; deny himſelf, and take up his 
croſs, -yea, loſe his life, for the fake of Chriſt 
and his goſpel: foraſmuch as it is impoſſible 
that any man ſhould live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
without ſuffering perſecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
As for the godlineſs which reaſon plans, that 
is admired by all, yea even by ſuch who are 
far from the practice of any, becauſe it makes 
a fair ſhew in the fleſh, makes trial of its pu- 
rity by reaſon, and not by the perfections of 
God, and is therefore looked on as real god- 
lineſs: whereas, if it was to be tried by the 
perfection of God (of which his law is a tran» 


ſeript) all the pride, vain-glory, ſelf-ſeeking, 


&c. with which all that man is capable of do- 
ing abounds, would appear, and all his righte- 
ouſneſs become filthy rags. But the reaſon- 
ing plan cannot diſcover this, and therefore 
allows man to pride himſelf in his own works, 
under the notion of delight and pleaſure in 
virtue, and that without any conſideration of 
reward, yea, allows him a ſecret pleaſure and 
thankfulneſs of heart, that he is not as ather 
men, nor as this or that publican; yea farther, 
* | it 
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it will allow him, as that which is lawful, the 

aiſe and reſpect of his fellow - creatures, and 
that he ſhould take pleaſure therein, and eſteem 
of it as a bleſſing attending the uprightneſs of 
his heart and the cleanneſs ot his hands; yea, and 
that he ſhould look on it as a particular mark of 
God's favour to him. Now this is the good man, 
for whom ſome would even dare to die, Rom. v. 7. 
But we will ſuppoſe this man brought over 
to believe the goſpel, that is, to believe and 
confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt, in the myſtery of his 
perſon, by his obedience to death, hath eternally 
ſaved him, and perfected him in righteouſneſs | 
and true holineſs to God, and that without 


works of righteouſneſs done by him: from 


whence it appears ſo far from being lawfulfor 
him to pride himſelf in his own works, that he- 
now rather denies them, and having done all 
things commanded, confeſſes himſelf an unpro- 
fitable ſervant, and acknowledges all that de- 
light and pleaſure which others profeſs to have 
in doing good, to be in him but pride, ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs, and a lifting up of the heart againſt 
Chriſt : he can no longer thank God that he is 
better than other men, as he has known his heart 
to be deſperately wicked and deceitful above all 
things, himſelf the chief of ſinners, and hath 
therefore learned to efteem of others better than 
himſelf: he can no longer count it right, with 
Chriſt, for him to court the praiſe and reſpect of 
his fellow-creatures, nor ever think he has de- 
ſerved it, or that it is any mark of God's favour; 
becauſe 


. 


( 68 ) | 
becauſe he knows now, that the friendſhip of 
the world is death; and his maſter hath ſaid, Vo 
unto you when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you, for 
ſo did their fathers to the falſe prophets, Luke vi. 
26. We will farther ſuppoſe, that this man, not- 
withſtanding the change which hath paſſed up- 
on him, hath made no alteration with reſpect to 
his former exerciſe of piety, is yet as upright, 
as virtuous, as liberal, as truly religious, and of 
as tender a conſcience as before, yea, we will 
ſuppoſe him more abounding in all this, yet 
foraſmuch as the before-mentioned change hag 
paſſed over him,and he with his whole heart and 
foul, declares all his righteouſneſs to be filthy 
rags, and as a menſtruous cloth, whilſt in the 
Lord alone he hath righteouſneſs and ſtrength: 
He ſhall now be ſuſpected, accuſed, condemned, 
laden with calumnyand reproach: there are none 
who will die for him now; however great his 
character, and admired his conduct before, yet 
noꝛv is he looked on as a peſt amongſt men. This 
truly is the croſs of Chriſt, and happy is the man 
who can glory therein. For a good man ſuch as 
he was under his firſt character, ſome would 
even dare to die: but for a r:ghteous man, ſuch as 
he is no, whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven and fin 
covered, who worſhippeth God inthe ſpirit, rejci- 
ceth in Chriſt Jeſus, and hath no confidence in the 
fleſh, ſcarcely one will die. Hence have we a ſpe- 
cimen of the enmity of man's heart againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt and his goſpel; and hence we may in a 
meaſure account for the afflictions and perſecu- 
tions 


(69) 

tions which attend all who truly believe the 
goſpel, - | . : 
But let not this antichriſt, who denieth that 
Chriſt is come in the fleſh, that he hath by his 
coming fulfilled all righteouſneſs, and finiſhed 
the ſalvation of his people, ever fright us from 
the profeſſion of our faith; let all his objections 
and reproaches be diſregarded by us, as the fruits 
of his enmity againſt Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Let the all-ſufficient merit and glory of his 
perſon and atonement be ever valuable, ever 
dear to us. 


There is an everlaſting fixed jealouſy deep 


rooted in the chriſtian mind, of every work, 
word, or thought, leſt it would be a competitor 
to Jeſus and his atoning blood, nor can his 
eye ſpare, or his heart pity, whenever he finds 
the traitor out, but would with the Pſalmiſt 
ray, Let burning coals fall upon them, let them 
b caſt into the fire, into the deep pits that they riſe 
not again, Pſal. cxl. 10. 
Is it true, that the ſpirit of truth, whether 


he reprove the world of fin, regenerate to God, 


or witneſs to the ſpirit of the believer that he is 
born of God, doth in and by all glorify Chriſt; 
then will it appear that the Father, in all his 
counſel and purpoſes, intended the glory of his 
Son. He deſigned it in creation, as creating 
all things by him, making him the firſt ating 
cauſe of all things, and for him, that he might 
govern all, as his rightful inheritance. He glo- 
ried him in — the fall of man, that 
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(79) 
as fin abounded in them, he might exhibit him, 
as his much more abounding grace. He glo- 
rified him in their recovery, when he made him 
his ſalvation unto the ends of the earth. He 
E him in all his dealings with man, as 
ing now aſcended above the higheſt heavens 
and zling all things, filling all the works and 
ways of providence towards us; and not onl 
ſuch, which are more chearing and delightful, 
but the more gloomy and diſmal alſo: whether 
it is loſſes, the loſs of health, or friends, or 
goods ; whether it is croſſes, all our ends, aims 
and endeavours fruſtrated; all the deſire of our 
hearts denied us; tormented by bodily pains, 
wounded by evil tongues, hated and deſpiſed by 
all; adding to all this, the ſharper trial ſtill, the 
ſuſpenſion of all divine comfort from the ſoul, 
attended with 'the fierce aſſaults of the enemy 
through fiery temptations, and the horrid fer- 
ment of a corrupt heart. How dreadful and 
afflictive ſoever all this may be in its nature, 
yea, coming on us as the tempeſt of a whirlwind 
upon a feather, yet may we fearleſs ſtand, for 
he that rideth upon the wings of the wind, Jeſus, 
dur Lord and God, filleth all things, ſo that we 
ſhall not be moved. He ſpeaks to us out of 
thick darkneſs, he ſpeaks to us out of the burn- 
ing flame, he ſpeaks to us out of the tumultous 
waves, and his conſtant language is, Be not 
afraid, it is I; yea, though clouds and darkneſs 
are round about him, righteouſneſs and judgment 
are the babitations of bis throne, He fills _ 
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ſtate and every condition wherein we are, and 
where he is, there is the fulneſs of grace and 


love. To know this, is to be content in every 


ſtate wherein we are; but if we know it not, 
he is the ſame, and changeth not. He girds 
us when we know him not. And if at any 
time, through frightful appearances, we are 
driven as men to our wit's end, even there Je- 
ſus meets us, ſaying, Be not afraid, it is I. 
Nor can afl our fears and ignorance turn his 


heart away, or alter the property of his grace. 


He filleth all things, need we wonder then 
that all things ſhould work together for our 
good? O glorious grace! O ſtupendous love 
ſhall we not learn hence ſubmiſſion to the will 
of our heavenly Father, ſince he always wills 
our welfare, and hath made Jeſus to be all in all 
unto us! Herein is the Saviour glorified. In 
the glorious face, and fulneſs of this divine 
Lamb, the Spirit of Truth points out the evil 
of fin: Can any thing ſpeak its heinouſneſs 
more fully than that amazed and ſorrowful 
heart of Jeſus, when beneath its preſſure in the 
garden it ſweated ſhowers of ruddy drops? Can 
any words or device of man paint the abomi- 


nation in a truer, ſtronger light, than that brui- 


ſed and ſwoln face, that head fo pierced with 
thorns, that back ſo rent with ſcourges, thoſe 
hands and feet ſo hored and torn, thoſe deep 
vented ſighs, thoſe cries, tears, groans, and 
breaking heart-ftrings? all evidencing ſoul- 
pangs, yet unheard of, by reaſon of their inex- 
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(72) 
on height, depth, breadth, and length, 
rom hence the Spirit of Tfuth reproves of ſin 
and aggrandizes the offence, ſhews, from the 
all- ſufficiency of his death and grace, the curſe 
and evil of unbelief; and if this Spirit, in its 
reproof, influence and teſtimony, glorifies Je- 
ſus, let us beware of that ſpirit which would 
uſe arguments and means derogatory to the ho- 
nour of Jeſus, to convince, convert, or com- 
fort man. 

Is it true, that the Spirit of Truth, in all his 
operations, glorifies Chriſt? then all ſuch opera- 
tions as have a tendency to bury us in unbe- 
lief, either from a ſenſe of our ſinfulneſs and un- 
profitableneſs, or a doubtfulneſs of the all - ſuffi- 
cient merit of our Saviour's blood and death, 
cannot be the operations of the Spirit of Truth, 
becauſe Jeſus is not glorified. Whatever opera- 
tions on the mind tend to puff up, to make us 
wiſe, righteous, holy, or powerful in our own 
eſteem, cannot be of the Spiritof Truth, becauſe 
it is a lifting up of the heel againſt Jeſus, and a 
caſting of our dependence on him. But what- 
ever operating power and influence (upon our 
heart) tends to lead us to him for righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, to him for wiſdom and purity, to 
him for eternal ſalvation and comfort, ſhews us 
his glory, and endears him to the ſoul, yea, con- 
ſtantly leads us out of ourſelves, to have all our 
hope and dependence on him; this is the Spirit 
of Truth, the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter : O 
let us hear his voice and know it, ſubmit to his 
teachings, 


1 
teachings, and then will he guide us into all 
truth. And let us not limit him to particular 
texts of fcripture, nor ſermons, nor ſacraments, 
nor prayers, nor meditation, as reſpecting the 
means or method made uſe of by him to honour 
and reveal Chriſt in us the hope of glory. The 
great queſtion is, whether is Chriſt Jeſus, our 
dear and only Lord, glorified, or not, ? let him 
do it with or without means as uſed by us, as it 
ſhall ſeem beſt in his fight. Let us not fail to di- 
ſtinguiſh between the operations of the Spirit 


and the paſſions, in ourſelves and others; in ur- 


ſelves, leſt when, having had our paſſions 
worked up, we conclude we are believers, 
ſuch that know and enjoy much; but when we 
cool and find ourſelves other men than we 
imagined, we deem God changeable, and the 
joys of his ſpirit fleeting ; or elſe, as men awa- 
ked and recovered from drunkenneſs, we are 
aſhamed of the raptures we ſeemed to be in, of 
all our ſwelling words, yea, of the whole of 
our behaviour ; would fain hide us from our- 
ſelves, and from all before whom we had boaſt- 
ed of great matters; our faith and joys having 
left us, to ſhame and confuſion of face. Let 
us carefully make this diſtinction, leſt, miſta- 
king our paſſions for the operations of the Spi- 
rit of Truth, and being of a ſanguine com- 
plexion, we go about to force things upon 


mankind which are contrary to the truth itſelf; 


or, if it happen to be the truth, the man of 
paſſions will aſſert either, as it comes on his 
| F 3 mind, 
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mind, with all the abſolute poſitiveneſs of in- 
fallibility, will tell you, he will pawn his foul 
for the truth thereof, or that it is as true as 
Jenovan liveth; if you aſk for proof, it is that 
he hath experienced it, or hath had it revealed 
to him; whereas, probably, it will not be ma- 
ny days before he 1s found, not only denying 
this, but aſſerting, with equal politiveneſs, 
what is diametrically its oppoſite: this is odious 
and dangerous, and always to be avoided by 
every Chriſtian. A ſpirit which is poſitive, with- 

out proof, is a ſpirit to be ſuſpected, as lavour- 
ing more of paſſion than of truth. | 
Let us learn alſo to make this diſtinction in 
others, that, as we would not deceive our- 
ſelves, we may not be deceived. by them, ei- 
ther by converſing with them, or by hearing 
their report ; enquire thus by the ſpirit which 
is in you: are they, in their meaſure, judi- 
cious? Do they ſing of mercy and judgment, 
or, do all their joy and comfort ſpring from 
ſcriptural and faithful views of Jeſus, and of 
what he is made of God unto man? Are they 
conſiſtent, not aſſerting with one breath, what 
they contradict with another? are they con- 
ſtant, in ſpeaking of Jeſus, and profeſſing him? 
for "Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, is not yea 
and nay, but in him 1s yea. Do they aim 
more at ſealing inſtruction upon the mind by 
{cripture-proot and argument, than at raiſing 
the paſſions, by geſture, noiſe, change of voice 
into loud ſpeaking, or-unnatural tones? where 
Weg 
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we can diſcern this, we have reaſon to con- 
clude, that they are led by the Spirit of Truth, 
and not by their paſſions. But on the contrary, 
where we find them much in joy and tranſport, 
and but little in judgment, not having that ſcrip- 
tural and faithful idea of Jeſus, from whence 
true comfort ſprings, not being able themſelves 
to account for their joy, as to any view of 
divine love, from whence it ſhould ariſe ; 
where they are inconſiſtent and inconſtant, af- 
firming and denying the ſame thing, not abiding 
in one voice concerning Jeſus : where the aim 
is more at the paſſions, than at inſtructing the 
mind, and building it up 1n the faith of the 
goſpel; and that by artful 'geſtures, unnatural 
ſounds, much noiſe and vehemency of words: 
Where there is a profeſſion of knowing by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of being immediately directed 
by him (in things which come more particu- 
larly under the cognizance of reaſon) and that 
often contrary to common honeſty : This, and 
the like, where we find it, ſpeaks the paſſions of 
a corrupt mind more than the Spirit of Truth, 
Therefore it will be well, if we hold only com- 
mon friendſhip and ſociableneſs with perſons of 
this character; holding ourſelves in a readineſs 
to do them good, when it ſhall pleaſe our Lord 
to make uſe of us to that purpoſe, but not to 
connect too cloſe with ſuch «who are given to 
change, leſt it ſhould prove a trap and a ſnare 
unto us. For they think it right to be your 
friend to-day, and your foe to-morrow ; to do 
„„ you 
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you a good turn one day, and an evil one ano- 
ther day; 70-day hoſannah, to-morrow crucify ; 
and yet pretend to be directed by the Spirit 
through all. If this ſpirit (viz. their paſſions) 
calls them to any thing, they ardently follow 
it, trampling all moral honeſty and engage- 
ments beneath their feet ; and will not ſubmit 
to the ſcripture rule and deciſion of things. 
But the Spirit of Truth teaches judiciouſly, 
conſiſtently, faithfully ; bleſſed are all they, 
who are no longer governed by their paſſions, 
but are led by that true and peaceful Spirit, 
| which always glorifies Jeſus in all his opera- 
tions and teachings. | 
I have before noted, that the revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, by the Spirit of Truth, produ- 
ceth its proper effects in every one who be- 
lieveth his holy goſpel ; and that 25s conſiſts 
in a deep abaſement and abhorrence of our- 
ſelves, working to an eternal, inexplicable 
veneration for the name and perſon of our ever 
adorable Jeſus. But then let us remember, by 
the way, that, as it is not every one who com- 
pliments Jeſus with calling him Lord that en- 
ters his kingdom ; neither does every one who 
profeſſes ſelf-loathing and abaſement, know 
any thing of it, as it will plainly appear. Self- 
abaſement proves itſelf in a ſecond fruit, which 
is very viſible and intelligible to man, and doth 
not conſiſt in profeſſion, or word only. Self- 
loathing and abaſement ſuppoſes a real rang 
tion of the evil of ſin, and withal a right ſen f 
: an 
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and underſtanding of the root, and various 
branches thereof, as rooted in the heart, and 
ſprouting in all our works, words and thoughts, 
as the Lord teſtifieth, that every imagination of 
the thoughts of man's heart is only evil continually, 
Gen. vi. 5. and that the heart is deſperately 
wicked and deceitful above all things, Jer. xvii, 
9. until we know that we are carnal and fold 
under fin, Rom. vii. 14. in us, that is in our 
fleſh, dwelleth no good thing, Rom. vii, 18. That 
whilſt we ſerve the law of God with the mind, 
we ſerve the law of fin with the fleſh, Rom. 
vii. 25. until we know that we are the chief of 
ſinners, 1 Tim. i. 15. and in ſelf-loathing and 
abaſement fall dead at his feet. And where- 
ever this is, according to the ſpirit and power of 
the goſpel, it will produce this ſecond fruit, an 
eſteeming of others better than ourſelves, We 
can no more judge nor condemn our brother, 
becauſe we are very ſenſible we have nothing 
but what we have received. It is here natural 
to us to forgive the injuries done us. We are 
here preſerved from hopeleſs ſorrow and ſecret 
murmurs under the deepeſt calamities which 
befal us, or the moſt grievous flights put upon 
us. In ſhort, a perſon truly exerciſed in hzs, 
can never fall far below his expectations, nor 
be much deceived in the courſe of this world. 
Should we no uncharitably cenſure our fel- | 
low-creature, the quick and powerful word of \ 
God would ſeize us—Why doſt thou judge thy | 
brother, or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy brother - 
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let him who is without fin caſt the firſt Je at 
them. 

Where there is true ſelf-abaſement the con- 
ſcience will not admit of back-biting, evil- 
ſpeaking, revenge, hatred, ſlander, and uncha- 
ritableneſs, becauſe the true knowledge of our 
own hearts will prevent us therein; teaching us 

pity and compaſſion towards the moſt abandon- 
ed, yea, peace and fellow-fecling with all 
mankind.But where ſelt-loathing and abaſement 
is only in word and not in power, people can 
profeſs to know themſelves, and yet hate their 
neighbour, backbite them, ſpeak evil of them, 
ſlander them, uncharitably cenſure them, &c. 
as being worle than themſelves; for, if they do 
not really think them worſe than e 
they ſin grievoully againſt the light, to judge and 
condemn them, where their conſcience teſti- 
fies their own worthleſneſs to ſuch a degree, as 
not to admit of their being better than their 
neighbour ; how like a two-edged and ſharp 
ſword doth God point his word againſt ſuch as 
thoſe! Thou art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever 
thou art, that juageſt, for wherein thou judgeſt a- 
nother thou condemneſt thyſelf, for thou that judgeſt 
aq the ſame thing, Rom. ii. 1. A perſon who 
profeſſeth to know himſelf, and behaveth 7hus 
towards bis neighbour, turns judgment into gall, 
and the fruit of righteouſneſs into hemlock, Amos. 
vi. 12. Turns judgment into gall; when inſtead 
of judging righteous judgment conſiſtent with 
truth, and according to the ov and fpirit 2 
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the goſpel, they judge according to appearances, 
according to the gall, bitterneſs, and rancour of 
a ſelf-righteous and prejudiced mind. And as 
for the fruit ofrighteouſneſs, which Ihave ſhewn 
to be ſelf-loathing and abaſement, and from 
thence peace, and love towards mankind ; that 
they turn into hemlock, a noxious and poiſonous 
plant, with which, having poiſoned themſelves, 
their heart is lifted up, and being ſwoln with 
pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, and ignorant of their 
own true ſtate, they ſpit their venom with ſuch 
zeal and fierceneſs, as if envy, malice, revenge, 
murder, and fury was the moſt demonſtrative 
proof of being a real chriſtian : ſuch ſpirits as 
thoſe, are not content with ſmiting kindly, 
and reproving, unleſs thetr precious oils break 
your head. Can ſuch as thoſe know what ſelf- 
loathing and abaſement is? if they do, what 
means this inconſiſtent, hateful, hurtful prac- 
tice? do they not thereby greatly injure their 
own conſcience, condemn themſelves, and diſ- 
honour the Lord who bought them ? truly this 
is ſo far from proving ſelf-abaſement, through 
the revelation of the Son of God, that it proves 
the reverſe rather; pride, arrogance, and ſelf- 
ſufficiency, the natural and predominant quali- 
ties of a ſoul unacquainted with Jeſus Chriſt. 
How fooliſhly they deceive themſelves by call- 
ing /ight darkneſs, and darkneſs light ! But let 
not us be thus deceived; for in the day of the 
manifeſtation of Jeſus, the haughtineſs of man 
is brought low, his pride abaſed, and the _ 

one 
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alone exalted. And if this is proved by a ſecond 
fruit, as before-mentioned, let us remark, that 
true ſelf-abaſement excites to love, forgiveneſs, 
friendſhip, kindneſs, fellow-fecling and com- 
Won amongſt men, and as it is an everlaſting 

ain upon the glory of all fleſh, Jeſus only re- 
mains to be adored, reverenced and eſteemed 
of all his children. Unto you therefore which be- 
lieve he is precious, 1 Pet. ii. 7. Precious in his 
name; his name is as ointment poured forth, 
therefore do the virgins love him. The name of 
Jeſus is precious, not only in its ſound, or as 
that by which we diſtinguiſh his beloved per- 
ſon from all other beings, but great is the my- 
ſtery of his precious name; he is called Jeſus, 
becauſe he faves his people from their fins; 
his name is expreſſive of the. condition of his 
perſon. If he rightly bears the name of Jeſus, 
then hath he ſaved his people from their ſins; 
and if he bears that name for ever, then hath he 
ſaved them with an everlaſting ſalvation. This 
is the name that gives glory unto God on high, 
brought peace to the earth, and good-will to- 
wards man. All his ſacred names, whether the 
Woman's Seed, the Shiloh, the Wonderful, the 
Plant of Renown, the Deſire of Nations, the 
Branch, or Emmanuel, are gathered into this un- 
&uous name Jeſus. This name however com- 

ndious, contains not only all his former 
names, but all the grace and glory revealed and 
pointed out by them, is at once exhibited in this 


new and glorious name Jeſus. It is a name a- 
bove 
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bove every name; every knee ſhall bow to it in 
heaven, in earth, and under the earth; yea, eve- 
ry tongue ſhall confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father, Phil. ii. 11, All that 
is called God, and that is to be worſhipped, is 
known in this name. Now is the day come, when 
there ſhall be one Lord, and his name one, Zech. 
xiv. 9. This name is @ ſtrong tower, the righteous 
ſhall run into it and ſhall be ſafe. How chearing, 
how balmy, how valuable this name is to a 
chriſtian no tongue can ever tell! it is a full 

confeſſion of his faith, and a perfect 4 
given to every one who aſketh, a reaſon of the 
hope that is in us. Would they aſk us of what 
religion? we anſwer, Jeſus. Would they aſk us 
what proof we give of chriſtianity ? we anſwer, 
Jeſus. Would they aſk what righteouſneſs 
we have? we anſwer, Jeſus. What holineſs ? 
Jeſus. What wiſdom ? Jeſus. What redemp- 
tion from ſin, hell, and death? Jeſus. What 
hope of eternal glory? Jeſus. This name is an 
anſwer of faith, given by the chriſtian, to men 
or devils, who would reaſon with him. How 
dry and taſteleſs is every book, ſermon, and or- 
dinance, which is not ſweetned by this precious 
name ! without this, the moſt admired oratory 
is but a meer croaking. How empty and flat 
the fineſt eloquence where this emphatic name 
of Jeſus is not found! what is all the wiſdom of 
words, and the enticements of ſpeech, where 
this is not? what is all preaching, praying, 
reading, meditating on religious matters, * 
is 
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this name is not the doctrine, the argument, 
the application, the petition, the converſation, 
yea, the anointing in all? I ſay, what is all, 
without this, but formality and dulneſs ? 
Therefore is this name truly ſweet and precious 
to every chriſtian ; the name of Jeſus is writ- 
ten upon his heart. 

"Feſas is truly precious in his perſon to a be- 
liever, and that under two conſiderations, that 
of his myſtery and of our falvation in him, and 
that of his beauty and powerful attraction. 
He is precious in his myſtery as God-man ; 
wherein the Creator's marriage with the crea- 
ture is exemplified : in which union, through 
his blood-ſhedding and death, we are made 
the' righteouſneſs of God, holy, pure, and 
without fin. He is precious as our durable 
riches and righteouſneſs, as him in whom are 
all our treaſures of grace and eternal glory. 

He is precious, as beautiful, and of powerful 
attraction : Oh! he is fairer than the ſons 
men! He is white and ruddy, the landard-bearer 
amongſt ten thouſand '! When we have but a 
glimpſe of that perfe#10n of beauty which dwells 
in him; we wonder, we admire, we love, we 
adore, and loſe fight of heaven and earth in 
| him! He becoming all and in all unto us; for- 
getting all _ yea, for a ſeaſon forgetting 
our benefits and riches by him; we gaze upon 
lory, and, through the views of his bright- 

, Twallow large draughts of wonder, de- 
light, love, defire, and Joy unſpeakable! we 


forget 
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forget both our poverty and riches, and caught 
up into amazement at the beauties of his holi- 
neſs, we are as thoſe created on purpoſe to ad- 
mire him ! his glory, his beauty, his excellen- 
Cy, is all the language of our ſouls! without 
conſidering our knowledge, our faith, or falya- 
tion, we only now conſider him, contemplate 
him, and cry, it is good for us to be here; . 
wondering and ſilently admiring the untold 
beauties of that dear Man who died for us. 
Whilſt the beamings of his beauty, warming 
and attracting the heart, at length burſt our 
feeble ſouls with praiſe : Hail Son of Mary, 
hail, hail, all hail thou Bridegroom of the 
Church hail thou perfection of beauty, who 
ſhineſt out of Zion! Glory be to Thee thou 
beautiful Emmanuel ! Glory be to Thee thou 
altogether lovely Lord Jeſus ! Glory and honour 
be to Thee my 1— Thy head is as the moſt 
fine gold, thy locks are buſhy, and black as a ra- 
ven, thy eyes are as the eyes of deves by the r1vers: 
F waters, waſhed with milk, and fitly ſet; thy 
cheeks are as a bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers ; 
ty lips like lillies, dropping fweet-ſmellmg myrrh ; 

— bands as gold rings ſet with beryl; thy belly 
as bright ivory overlaid with ſapphires; thy legs 
as Nes of marble ſet upon ſockets of fine gold; 
thy countenance as Lebanon, excellent as the ce- 
dars; thy mouth is moſt faveet, yea thou art alto- 
gether lovely. Glory, — and eternal 
thankſgiving, be to Thee thou lovely, beau- 
teous Son of man, who art is the mod of the gor 
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den candlefticks, claathed with a garment "OM 70 
the foot, and girt about thy paps with a golden gir- 
die; whoſe head and hairs are white like wwocl, as 
white as ſnow; and whoſe eyes are like a flame of 
fire ; whoſe Jeet of are 4 ne braſs burning in a 
furnace ; and whoſe voice is as ” ſound of many 
_ who holaeft in thy right 2 ſeven ſtars, 
ait out of thy mouth — a ſharp twe- edged 
d; and thy countenance as the ſun ſhining in 
ts full ſtrength. Glory be to Thee O Lord, 
O how excellent the Perſon ! how divine the 
beauties of our Feſus ! In compariſon of him all 
created glories are groſs darkneſs, and the moſt 
refined beauty is deformity. He is indeed pre- 
cious beyond deſcription ; and yet what we 
now ſee, is but darkly, as through a glaſs, but 
when we ſhall ſee him with open face, and 
without a cloud, what ſhall we ſee! what ſhall 
we feel ! that our tongues dare not attempt to 
tell; nor 1s it poſſible that words ſhould ever 
paint it, . it doth not yet appear what we 
ſhall be, but it is enough, that we ſhall be like 
bim, for we ſhall ſee him as he is; until then we 
expreſs all the deſire of our ſouls in a few 
words: We beſeech thee ſhew us thy glory, let 
thy preſence go up with us, and let all thy 

goodneſs pals before us. 

He is precious in his atoning blood and 
death; where he is to the Jew a flumbling-block, 
and to the Greek fooliſhneſs, he is to us, the 
wiſdom and power of God unto ſalvation, How 
precious the form, where he looks * 
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had been ſlain ! and that his ſufferings, bibod and 
death are precious to the chriſtian ; witneſs that 
ſharp- ſighted and burning jealouſy in every 
true believer's boſom ; of all things in heaven 
and earth, leſt it ſhould take place of his pre- 
cious blood, or join itſelf e624 it in the matter 
of our redemption and falvation ; and what- 
ever we detect aſſuming theſe honours, whe- 
ther they wear earthly or heavenly forms, we 
ſpare them not, but purſue them with anathe- 
ma's to the loweſt hell, as traitors to the King 
of glory. And to every ſound and object, which 
would charm our hearts from this, let us ſhut 
our ears, our eyes, and reſolutely abide by the 
fountain of his blood, and evidence how pre- 
cious a crucified Jeſug is to us; yea, and in com- 
pariſon of this, let us, with Job, ſay, If 1 was 
perfect, I would not know my ſoul, but would def- 
piſe my life. In this ſenſe, ſacrificing all, whe- 
ther /ight, love, knowledge, faith, yea, all our 
oodneſs, to the honour of His moſt precious 
lood. 

He is precious in his goſpel ; his goſpel is 
his heart and nature tranſcribed to man. All 
who profeſs to preach the chriſtian religion are 
in a meaſure ſenſible, that the goſpel is the on- 
ly valuable ſound; and therefore whatever 
they preach, each calls what he preaches, the 
goſpel. Is preaching upon ſtate affairs the goſ- 
pel? is the preaching of dry morals, or the 
rules of Seneca, the goſpel? is the 2 
againſt the divinity and atonement of the bleſ- 
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Sh 1 
ſed Jeſus, the goſpel? or is it the goſpel to 
make man a co-partner with Jeſus Chriſt in 


the work of ſalvation? is the threatning man- 


kind with hell and damnation for their fin, and 
promiſing them eternal life on the amendment 
of their ways, the goſpel ? or, is it the goſpel to 
preach the neceſſity of -bis, and the other thing, 
as wrought by us as our own work, or in us as the 
work of the Spirit, for our ſalvation and eternal 
life ? if the goſpel is not only God's good word, 
or ſayings, but as the angel declared, fidings of 


great joy, which ſhould be unto all people, it it is to 


be diſtinguiſhed from the la given by Moſes, as 
that grace and truth which came by Jeſus Chriſt, 
wherein does that, which I have mentioned, 
anſwer this character? The goſpel is the re- 
velation of the love of God unto mankind by 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom he hath deſtroyed our 
ſins, and ſaved our ſouls, through his death and 
ſacrifice; or, it is contained in theſe words, God 
was in Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf, 
not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them, 1 Cor. v. 
19. and as the goſpel thus exalts Jeſus as the 


ſalvation of God unto the ends of the earth, and 


abaſes the creature; it is precious to the chri- 
ſtian ; it is a /oyful found, it refreſhes and chears 
the heart, and is a cordial to the fainting ſpirit: 
It is what a truly chriſtian heart prizes above 
thouſands of gold and filver : nor is there any 
famine they would ſo much dread as a famine 
of the chearing word. Until a perſon knows 


to diſtinguiſh it from every other found, there 


will 


| (87) 
will be no real ſatisfaction ; they will be expec- 
ting it in the wwhir]-20ind, in the fire, and in 
the earthquake; but when they have heard 
the ſmall ſtill voice, they ceaſe from noiſe and 
clamour, and converſe with Jeſus in a calmer 
manner, in a more familiar way: the goſpel, 
as the wiſdom and power of God, recommends 
itſelf to their conſcience, inſomuch that they 
no longer look to the character of man, as 
learned, wiſe, or holy, to recommend the 
word unto them, and indeed here is the main 
difference between ſuch who know the goſpel 
in truth, and ſuch who do not; the former 
being taught it of the Holy Ghoſt, the latter re- 
ceiving it from man. Whoſo will loſe his life for 
my ſake, and the goſpel, ſaith our Saviour, the 
ſame ſhall find it. And, as all our power and 
excellencies are ſlain by the reception of the goſ- 
pel; we have the moſt reaſon to expect it a- 
mongſt the people who are moſt deſpiſed, a- 
gainſt whom are vented the moſt bitter invec- 
tives, calumnies and reproaches, eſpecially where 
they endure them patiently and joyfully; a true 
ſign that they have loſt their lives for Chriſt's 
ſake and his goſpel. Thus is it precious to the 
chriſtian who counts himſelf no loſer, though 
he hath loſt all to win Chriſt and his goſpel. 

\ Jeſus is precious in his people; therefore 
| were they of old accounted of, as the only excel- 
lent ones upon earth. When we once learn the 
relation between Jeſus and his people, expreſ- 
ſed in theſe words, Foraſmuch as you did it unis 
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them, you did unto me, Matt. xxv. 45. And 
when Saul, madly breathing out ſlaughters a- 
gainſt his children, was aſked this queſtion by 
him, Why perſecuteſt thou me? Acts ix. 4. Then, 
and not until then, are we able to conceive a- 
right of the children of God, and to ſet a pro- 
per value upon them; as it will plainly appear 
unto us, that Chriſt and his people are fo tru- 
ly one, that thefe is no meddling with one with- 
out the other. All the deeds, whether good or 
bad, done unto them are ſet down by Jeſus, 
and confirmed in heaven as done unto him. 
All the flights put upon hem, are but ſo many 
ſlights put upon him; their joy is his, their ſorrow 
his, their temptations bis, their griefs his, ther 
troubles and perſecutions all his. 

Read, and tremble, ye ſmoaking fire-brands, 
whom nothing will ſatisfy but the deſtruction 
of his people: Ve children of violence, who 
oppreſs them, and always ſtudy to work them 
diſtreſs and anguiſh: Ye venemous and ſub- 
tle ſpirits, who lie in wait for their halting, and 
by evil ſpeech, with fly ſerpentine inſinuations 
endeavour as much as in you to ruin them. 
I fay, tremble when you read, that whatſoever 
you do unto them, you do unto the Lord who 
created you, and redeemed you! O horrible 
to conſider then how he is treated amongſt 
men | yea, and amongſt ſuch who profeſs to 
be his friends! Would you have it thought 

that you are mad againſt "eſus, and earneſtly de- 
fire bis deſtruction? would you have it thought 
that 
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that you ſtudy to load him with diſtreſs and 
anguiſh, and to lie in wait by evil ſpeech and 
ſerpentine cunning to ruin him? God forbid, 
ſay you, that we ſhould treat him ſo. But 
what will you do to acquit yourſelves of it? 
the word of God finds you guilty, the Ho 
Ghoſt maintains the charge againſt you: L 
Chriſt divided? or can you when you wound, 
diſtinguiſh the head from the members? doth 
not the harmony of the body teach us, that the 
head cannot be an idle ſpectator whilſt the o- 
ther members are a mangling, nor be inſenſible 
when they endure torment ? The children and 
bride of Jeſus are the moſt tender part of his bo- 
dy, they are the apple of his eye, Zech. ii. 8. 
which part is ſo quick and ſenſitive as not to 
admit of the ſmalleſt duſt without intolerable 
torment; yea, when in the days of his fleſh, he 
was buffeted, ſpit upon, and ſcourged, until his 
bones appeared through the bleeding furrows, 
yet he complained not, but endured it patient- 
ly, and unto the end prayed for his perfecu- 
tors. But no ſooner did the zealot Saul and 
his fellows begin to afflict his poor church, 
but as one awakened by the moſt exquifite 
torments, he cries out with the utmoſt fer- 
vour, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft thou me? 
why didſt thou keep the cloaths of the men 
who ſtoned me at Jeruſalem, why waſt thou 
conſenting to my death, and with a mercileſs 
and unrelenting eye, beheldſt me daſhed in 
pieces by the ponderous ſtones thrown upon 
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ay head, with all the furious rage of men, 
whoſe hearts were harder than the ſtones they 
threw? why didſt thou drag me with ſpite and 
cruelty out- of every houſe, and make havock 
of me? And is it not enough that thou haſt 
treated me thus at Jeruſalem, but that thou 
mult purſue me to Damaſcus alſo, to bring me 
bound before the blood-thirſty prieſts? What 
have I done to thee? wherein have 7 offended 
thee, that thou putteſt me to this ſecond pain, 
by far more grievous than the fir? conſtrain- 
ing me thus to reaſon with thee, Saul, Saul, 
= perſecuteſt thou me? is it not hard for thee 
to kick againſt the pricks? to fight againſt thy 
God, a potſherd of earth to ſtrive with his 
maker? Learn hence, what a tender feeling 
Jeſus hath of all the miſeries and diſtreſs of his 
children. And O! would to God that every 
ſecuting Saul, every envious, malicious, 
ack-biting, ſlanderous, lying ſpirit againſt 
his people, could ſo effectually hear the Savi- 
our's voice, crying to them, Why per ſecuteſt 
thou me? why art thou envious and malicious 
againſt me? why doſt thou backbite and ſlan- 
der me? why doſt thou ſo cruelly ſpeak lies 
of me? But then ſome one will ſay, If we be- 
lieved them children of God, we would not 
treat them ſo; but as we think they are not, 
they deſerve ſuch treatment. When a certain 
' Jewiſh zealot, who thought that none but 
ſuch of his own nation had any right to his 
love, hearing our Saviour enjoin us to love 
: Our 
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our neighbour, impertinently aſked him who 
was his neighbour : (thereby making an anti- 
chriſtian diſtinction, as if none were to be ſo 
accounted of, but ſuch of his own nation, 
church and ſentiment) He was anſwered in a. 
parable, where, under the ſimilitude of the 
Samaritan, he was taught that his fellow- 
creature, of whatever nation, church, or ſenti- 
ment, was his neighbour. Moreover, ſhould 
it be granted that your diſtinction is juſt, as 
you do not always know who are the' children 
of God, or who are not; you have no autho- 
rity for your diſtinction: and when you 2 
once acknowledged them ſuch, nothing 
more common than for you to call back ihe 
verdict you once paſſed in their favour, and to 
condemn whom you once acquitted, whenever 
you have received ſome ill impreſſions toward 
them; and, blinded with prejudice and paſ- 
ſion, you thus deal with them, ' tho' contrary, 
probably, to your own ſentiment, and unto what 
you would have others think of you. But 
what then, you poor changing worms! do 
you think God is ſuch a one as yourſelves, 
juſtify and condemn, juſt as you do? I am per- 
ſuaded, you would fain have him fo, but for 
your happineſs, and the happineſs of thoſe 
whom you condemn, Fefus is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to-day, and for ever. O then do not de- 
ceive yourſelves with fooliſh quibbles, foraſ- 
much as you have caule to fear, you wound 


and injure Jeſus Chriſt in every ſon or W 
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of Adam, whom you thus grieve and oppreſi. 
It is an eternal inconſiſtency for you to profeſs 
friendſhip to the Head, whilſt you wound and 
vex the members; to profeſs love to the Bride- 
groom, whilſt you hate the bride, and pour 


contempt upon ber in any one individual of 
his children. To ſay, I abhor the thought of 
2 exo pain, — immediately pierce the 

Conſider theſe things, you 
that cat up bis people as graſs; feeding upon 
their fins until you are fat and ſtrong, not 
ceaſing to bite and deyour, taking part with 
the accuſer "Mw the brethren againſt thoſe whom 
God hath ju | 

But -—_ — foul: who hath a right ap- 
prehenſion of Jeſus, be is precious in his peo- 
os and they know what it is to diſcern the 

y of the Lord, and not as thoſe Corinthi- 
ans, who having reſpect of perſons amongſt 
em, came unworthily to the, table of the 
rd, as though they could partake of that, 
6nd the table of Epoik 1 . 

There is nothing ſo powerfully excites to 
brotherly love and * yea, to univerſal 
neſs and compaſſion to mankind, as a 
goſpel view of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Do we in heart believe that whatſoever is 
done to his children is done unto him? how ten- 
der ſhall we ther be of grieving and oppreſſing 
them; can we then hate them, whiſper againſt 
them, envy them, and uncharitably condemn 
them? O God forbid ! it js utterly aa 
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with a true veneration for Jeſus Chriſt, - Can 
we ſee them hungry, and not feed them; 
thirſty, and not give them drink; naked, and 
not cloath them; in priſon, and not viſit them? 
Doth not he ay, foraſmuch as we do it not to 
them, yea to the leaſt of them, we do it not to 
bim? what a robbing of Jeſus would this be, 

a keeping back from him what he hath given 
us in truſt for the uſe of all his children. Are 
wy of them deſpiſed, ſorrowful, troubled on 
every fide, and grievouſly tempted, and will 
we be ſhy of them, ſhun them and diſown 
them? Will not this be to be aſhamed of the 
humiliation of Jeſus, and to leave him and for- 
fake him in the day of his temptation, as the 
affliction of his people is a filling up of the 
ſufferings of Jeſus which are behind? Let us 
not ſtumble at him now, as ſundry did, on the 
firſt day of his diſtreſs ; but a ſoul, who glo- 
ries in his humiliation, and draws all his com- 
fort from thoſe deep wells of ſalvation, can 
never be offended at him, in his deſpiſed ſuf- 
fering members, as he will, under every 
form and appearance, be precious to all ſuch. 

He is precious in his children to every one 
who walketh in the light, for there we love 
our brethren, and ſee none occaſion of ſtumbling 
in them, Whoſoever can ſee Jeſus as he is, can 
ſee his children like him; for the King's 
FP is all glorious within. O happy, 
happy ſpouſe and bride of Jeſus! whom God _ 
loves, 25 whom Jeſus hath died, whom _ | 
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gels with joy attend. Let my tongue for ever 
cleave to the roof of my mouth, ere I ſpeak 
evil of Thee; and let my right hand forget its 
cunning, ere I grow weary of waiting upon 
Thee, or of being an uſeful, as I am a livin 
member in 7hy body; or ere I ceaſe to deliver 
Thee affectionately and faithfully, the whole of 
every meſſage our common Head and Huſ- 
band ſhall intruſt me with to thee; for in thee I 
behold thy Huſband's beauty, love and grace, 
yea all the glories of that eternal redemption 
and falvation, which He obtained for thee. 
Therefore, I ſummon all my powers to join 
with Zhee in aſcribing all praiſe, might, ma- 
jeſty, dominion, honour, power, and gory, 
unto Jeſus, the Lord of life and glory, in 
time and to eternity. Amen. 


